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Guidance Document 14

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) frequently receives questions about Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessments (ESAs) at sites where agricultural chemicals (pesticides and fertilizers) have been mixed, stored, handled, 
distributed or used in the past or present, and where environmental contamination may be a problem. This 
document is intended to provide guidance for conducting ESAs of sites where agricultural chemical contamination 
or incidents may be a concern. A Phase I ESA which follows this guidance document is called an Agricultural 
Environmental Site Assessment (AgESA), and is required for all active project files in the Incident Response Unit 
(IRU), with the exception of pre-construction sites. A list of recommended laboratory analyses based on facility type 
and class of agricultural chemical is included as Attachment 1 to this guidance document. The AgESA Checklist 
(Attachment 2 to this guidance document) has been created to assist with the preparation and review of the AgESA 
Report to ensure it complies with this Guidance Document. This checklist must be completed and submitted with 
your AgESA. 

What is an Agricultural Environmental Site Assessment (AgESA)? 
An AgESA is an ASTM-compliant Phase I ESA, supplemented with agricultural chemical-specific data identified via the 
following database searches or sources of information: 

A. Environmental Search Firm Data
B. MDA-Specific Data Sources (AgWIMN, County Spill Report)
C. Facility-Specific Data; and
D. Other Agency Sources.

A. Environmental Search Firm Data
When you make a request to an environmental search firm for data, you must specifically request the agricultural
chemical incident history (AGSPILLS, for example) in order to get information on sites identified by the MDA. This
information is separate and distinct from the information provided for non-agricultural chemical sites because the
MDA’s incident data- bases are completely separate from the records maintained by the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency. The AGSPILLS information requested from environmental search firms must include the Target
Property and a one-half (0.5) mile radius from the perimeter of the site polygon (not from a point on the site or
the center of the site). MDA incident project file numbers that are identified within the search radius must be
reviewed and discussed in the text of the AgESA, including the agricultural chemical incident(s) at the site.

B. MDA Specific Data Sources
What’s In My Neighborhood-Agricultural Interactive Mapping Webpage
Information on searching the MDA’s data can be found in the ‘How do I Search?’ section of the ‘What’s in My
Neighborhood- Agricultural Interactive Mapping (AgWIMN) webpage
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/spills/incidentresponse/neigh-borhood. Before you begin, download and
review the ‘Using the Spills & Cleanup Homepage’ brochure found in this section of the AgWIMN webpage.

The MDA’s AgWIMN application can be searched to determine which project case files are relevant to the site and 
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adjacent properties. Locate your area of interest and use the “Select Features” tool to create a list of incidents in 
and around your area of interest. Use the “i” Identify feature for the polygon selected to get information about 
the selected project files. Please note that a polygon may have more than one project file associated with it, as 
denoted by the arrows at the top of the project file results box. The project files are identified using the following 
Investigation Types (as noted in the project file results box): 

• Old Emergencies: These points represent the locations of spills that were closed prior to March 1, 2004.
The locations of these spills have not been checked for accuracy;

• Small Spills: Recent small spills and investigations;
• Investigation Boundaries: Polygons which represent the area investigated for large incidents and other

types of facility investigations; and
• Contingencies: Polygons which represent soil or ground water areas with contingencies or restrictions.

Download or print the list of incidents created using the ”Select Features” tool or record the incident project file 
numbers that are related or relevant to your site. Any MDA incident project file numbers that are related or 
relevant to your site must be reviewed and discussed in the text of the AgESA. 

If your site or a nearby site has a contingency (i.e., the “Contingency” line in the case file result box will state “Yes”), 
please review the contingency document and evaluate its relevancy to your site in the text of the AgESA. 

County Spill Report 
County Spill Reports may be downloaded at http://www.mda.state.mn.us/county-spill-reports. These lists include 
most of the incidents reported for each county prior to May 2008. The MDA does not have accurate locations for 
many of the older incidents. Use the information on the County Spill Reports to determine if any of these spills are 
or may be relevant to your site. Base your review on the location of the incident, not on the company name, as the 
company name may have changed over time. Any incidents included in the County Spill Reports that are related or 
relevant to your site must be reviewed and discussed in the text of the AgESA. Some of these spills are mapped as 
Old Emergencies in the AgWIMN application. 

The County Spills Report can also be requested from the MDA Data Practices and Records Management Coordinator 
(651- 201-6698). 

C. Facility Specific Data
Relevant information from the MDA facility file should be requested from the MDA Data Practices and Records
Management Coordinator (651-201-6698). A site visit should be conducted to look for and identify potential high-
risk areas of agricultural chemical contamination. A high-risk area is defined as an area having a reasonable
likelihood of significant contamination. This likelihood may arise from site-specific reasons or from general MDA
experience with similar sites under similar use in the past. Examples of high-risk areas include agricultural chemical
mixing and loading areas; fertilizer impregnation towers and conveyors; equipment parking areas; equipment
repair areas; bulk pesticide and fertilizer storage areas; pesticide container storage, burning or disposal areas;
anhydrous ammonia loading areas; seed treatment areas; stained or barren areas; areas with dead vegetation;
runoff pooling areas; water fill stations; scale pits; and any areas associated with previous spills. Because each site
is unique, areas of potential contamination must be evaluated on a site-specific basis.

A review of the facility's available sales, agricultural chemical application, and construction records must be 
completed as far back as possible by requesting this information from the facility directly. A  table summarized by 
active ingredient of the facility’s agricultural chemical inventory of the facility’s agricultural chemical inventory 
(product names, active ingredients, volumes/quantities [including units of measure] and location(s) where they 
were stored, mixed, used or handled) must be included in the AgESA. This will aid in determining the analyses that 
should be performed when samples are collected during the remedial investigation. If the facility has changed 
ownership and the facility’s use(s) changed as a result, then an inquiry into available sales and application records 
for the prior entity should also be conducted, and the inventory results must be included and discussed in the text 
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of the AgESA. 

Interviews of present and former employees, must be completed and included in the AgESA to identify high-risk 
areas and the agricultural chemicals that were mixed, stored, distributed, used or handled at the site. A review of 
available aerial and/or street-view photography (e.g., Google Maps, Bing Maps, county GIS maps) should also be 
completed to aid in the identification of potential high-risk areas at the site. All high risk areas identified for the 
site should be listed and described in the text of the report and marked/labeled on the site map. 

D. Other Agency Sources
A review of other investigations completed at the facility for other agencies, such as petroleum investigations,
must be included and discussed in the text of the AgESA. This evaluation should determine if agricultural chemicals
were previously detected at the site and evaluate whether the data on the site’s soils, hydrogeology, depth to
groundwater, etc. will assist with the current MDA-regulated investigation.

E. Data Gaps
If any of these searches/inquiries cannot be conducted, or if complete data/records cannot be obtained, then you
must identify this as a data gap and describe the incomplete records in the text of the AgESA.

General AgVIC Information 
For more information, contact Josh Leable, Incident Response Unit Consultant, at (651) 201-6632 or 

Josh.Leable@state.mn.us  

All MDA guidance documents can be found at our Web Page Address: 

http://www.mda.state.mn.us/pesticide-fertilizer/spills-cleanup 
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