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Minnesota Hemp Program

Minnesota Hemp Program• A license is required for growers and 
processors of raw hemp material 

• License is obtained by applying online at the 
MDA website

• All applicants must pass a criminal history 
background check—instructions on how to 
complete the check are mailed to the 
applicant after they apply online

• Hemp is defined as having > 0.30% Total THC



Minnesota Stats

Statistic 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Applicants 7 47 65 505 586 459

Licensed Growers 6 33 43 353 317 178

Licensed Processors/Handlers 0 5 8 49 88 77

Outdoor Acreage Planted 38 1,202 709 7,353 4,690 2,830

Indoor Square Footage Planted 0 0 55,000 403,304 1,353,489 318,713

*Licensed growers who are also processors in 2021: 170





Average 
Yields- 2021

Grain 567 lbs/acre
Fiber 1 ton/acre
CBD Flower 273 

lbs/acre
CBD Biomass 611 

lbs/acre



2022

• As of 2/8/22-- 141 applicants

• New applicants: 37

• Renewals: 104

• Application deadline is April 30, 2022

• Apply online: mda.state.mn.us/plants/hemp



2022 Fees

Grower License $400+

Processor License $500+

Each Location $250

Each Sample for THC Testing $100

Each Inspection Beyond the First One $250

License Change Fee $50



Applicant applies to MDA Hemp 
Program

First-time applicants-
fingerprinting & background check

License issued

Licensee plants hemp



Licensee reports hemp planted to FSA

Licensee reports hemp planted to 
MDA

MDA samples hemp 30 days prior to 
harvest

Licensee submits Harvest Report



MDA issues Fit for Commerce Certificate

Licensee harvests lot





Changes to License

• Add Locations or License category

• Submit a Change Request Form (available on website or by request)

• Pay additional fees PLUS $50 change fee

• Do not grow or process hemp in a new location until you have registered it



FSA Reporting

 

EXAMPLE OF FSA- 578 REPORT OF COMMODITIES FORM 

 

Hemp Lot Number = Farm Number- Tract Number- Field Number
12345-9766-2





Submission of this form will trigger the MDA to schedule an 
inspection 30 days prior to harvest 



Field Inspection and THC Sampling

• Hemp lot must be harvested 30 days 
after regulatory sample is collected

• We cut the top 5” from 30 plants 
randomly selected throughout the 
field

• Each variety and lot must be tested 
separately



THC Testing

• Sample is sent to Legend Technical Services for THC analysis

• THC test results must be 0.30% or less to be legal hemp- factoring in the 
measurement of uncertainty

• Over 0.30% - can request a retest, remediate, or destroy



Measurement of Uncertainty

• Provides a THC test result range that factors in lab & sampling variability

EXAMPLE 1

EXAMPLE 2

Sample Number Variety Name Total Potential THC= 
D9 THC + (THCA x 

0.877)

Total THC Result-
Lower Value w/ MU

Total THC Result-
Upper Value w/ MU

001 Autoflower 0.306% 0.231% 0.381%

Sample Number Variety Name Total Potential THC= 
D9 THC + (THCA x 

0.877)

Total THC Result-
Lower Value w/ MU

Total THC Result-
Upper Value w/ MU

002 Cherry 0.434% 0.359% 0.499%
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2021 Failures

• Approximately 12% 
of samples failed the 
initial THC test 

• Similar failure rate for 
2019 & 2020

• 11 negligent 
violations were 
issued 

• Negligent violation 
is issued for 
anything testing 
over 1%



Remediation

Separate & 
destroy non-

compliant flowers 
while retaining 

stalks, leaves, and 
seeds

Shred the entire 
plant to create 
homogeneous 

“biomass”



Remediation

• First Year

• 17 remediation attempts

• 65% of attempts were successful



For Seed or Propagules 
purchased:

- A Certificate of Analysis
- Lot # or other lot identification
- Invoices
- Variety Name
- Copy of seed label

Records - Grower

* Must keep records for 3 years



Records-
Processors

We will discuss this at 
10:30 am 



THANK YOU!

Tony Cortilet
Katy Mutschler

Julie Dellick
Denise Thiede

651-201-6600
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants/hemp

hemp.mda@state.mn.us

mailto:Margaret.wiatrowski@state.mn.us
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