
New Division Director for PFMD
Joshua Stamper, Director, Pesticide and Fertilizer Management Division

My name is Joshua Stamper, and I am the new Director for the Pesticide 
and Fertilizer Management Division. Most recently, I served as the 
Extension Irrigation Specialist for the University of Minnesota, but I have 
a long history of working with agricultural chemicals and fertilizer across 
the Eastern and Central US. I grew up on a small diversified farm in North 
Carolina raising replacement dairy heifers and working on our family’s 
commercial apiary. I have a BS in Agriculture from Berea College in 
Kentucky, and managed the college's forage and row crop operation. After 
graduation, I was hired as an area extension agent with NC Cooperative 
Extension in the piedmont of North Carolina. I organized waste pesticide 
collections, provided commercial and private pesticide applicator training, 
and worked with greenhouse and row crops. After a few years I had the 
opportunity to attend graduate school at Kansas State University under 
Dave Mengel. At KSU, my research focused on developing N fertilizer 
recommendations for winter canola, and the soil retention of anhydrous 
ammonia with shallow and deep placement in irrigated corn. After 
graduate school, I moved to Nebraska to work as a Research Agronomist 
for Syngenta Seeds. Most of my work there focused on production and 
handling of hybrid corn seed.  In 2011, we moved to Minnesota so I could 
work as a research scientist with PFMD.  

In agriculture our tasks are often not easy nor straightforward, but it is 
incumbent upon us to be stewards of the resources that we share locally 
and with our friends downstream. This stewardship mandates that we 
continue to make decisions and policy that are based on sound science 
and common sense. At the end of the day, our goal as a regulatory division 
in the MDA is to make sure agricultural chemicals are used safely. I 
know that working together is key. Together, we can profitably and 
safely, produce the food, fuel, and fiber that serves as the foundation for 
Minnesota’s economy. 

Cordially, 

Joshua Stamper
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I’ve often said that Minnesota has extra responsibility when it comes to our water resources. 
As the headwaters of the Mississippi River, we need to ensure that the water leaving our state is 
clean for those that encounter it downstream. The Clean Water Act and other legislation gives 
us regulatory tools to follow through on our responsibility. However, regulation isn’t the only 
solution.

Governor Mark Dayton announced in early February an ambitious goal to improve water quality 
in Minnesota 25 percent by 2025. That target will take some work to achieve. Without additional 
actions, the quality of our waters is expected to improve only 6 to 8 percent by 2034. 

How can we do this? We will need your help. Governor Dayton’s proposal would not add any 
new regulations. Rather, this “25 by ‘25” goal will drive public engagement and partnerships to 
address our water quality challenges. 

We will need local governments, farmers, businesses, scientists, and others to do the best we can 
to ensure our ground and surface waters are protected. This is our shared responsibility and I 
know we can all rise to the challenge.

Minnesota Nutrient Management Planner
Craig McDonnell, Program Development Specialist

The Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) will 
release an online version of the Minnesota Nutrient Management Planner (NMP) in 2017. 
Originally a USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and University of 
Minnesota Extension product, MAWQCP staff has transferred the NMP into an online 
platform to increase user access. Problems with the outdated Microsoft Access version 
prompted the creation of the online version. This work was completed in response to the 
MAWQCP field staff’s need for a user-friendly tool to assist producers with developing 
nutrient management strategies. The MAWQCP is currently working with the Board of 
Water and Soil Resources, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, NRCS, and Extension 
to test the NMP in advance of the statewide release. 

For more information please contact Craig McDonnell at 651-201-6283 or Craig.McDonnell@state.mn.us.
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Reversing Pollinator Decline and 
Restoring Pollinator Health through 
State Action
Jamison Scholer, Research Scientist

Neonicotinoid insecticides are currently one of the most widely 
used classes of insecticides in the world. These insecticides readily 
dissolve in water moving throughout a plant’s tissues and may kill 
insects collecting or feeding on plant tissue (roots, leaves, pollen, 
or nectar) at very low concentrations. The neonicotinoid class of 
insecticides are less toxic to humans and other mammals than other, 
older, classes of insecticides. Neonicotinoids also use a different 
mechanism to kill pests making it harder for the pest to develop 
resistance to the treatment.

Scientists understand that a range of stressors can impact pollinator 
health, including pesticide exposure. Because of the wide-spread 
use of neonicotinoids, the Legislature requested that the MDA 
report on distribution and use of this class of insecticides, and 
impacts that neonicotinoid insecticides have on pollinators in 
Minnesota.

Special Registration Review
A special registration review was initiated by MDA staff on 
November 5, 2013 and was released to the public on August 26, 
2016 by the Governor and Commissioner of Agriculture. The 
review examined more than 300 peer reviewed publications 
and government documents on neonicotinoids that covered: 
background, chemistry, and mode of action; federal, state and 
other registration policies and initiatives; distribution, use and 
sales; application and movement in the environment; and, risks and 
benefits of use. 

To view this Special Registration Review visit: www.mda.state.
mn.us/chemicals/pesticides/regs/scopingneonics.

Governor’s Executive Order
As part of the public release of the neonicotinoid special registration 
review, the Governor issued Executive Order 16-07: Directing 
Steps to Reverse Pollinator Decline and Restore Pollinator Health 
in Minnesota. The order outlines action steps the MDA and other 
state agencies will take to reduce risks to our native and managed 
pollinators. 

To view this Executive Order visit: https://mn.gov/governor/
assets/2016_08_25_EO_16-07_tcm1055-253931.pdf.

For more information please contact Jamison Scholer at 
651-201-6267 or Jamison.Scholer@state.mn.us.
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Soil & Plant Amendment Registrations Increase by 15% in One Year     
Carol Durden, State Program Administrator and Jeppe Kjaersgaard, PhD, Research Scientist

The MDA tracks the number of fertilizer licenses issued each year, as well as the number and types of specialty 
fertilizer and soil and plant amendment products registered in the state. The number for each category continues 
to increase. 

The number of soil & plant amendment registrations increased to 557 in 2016, which is 15 percent more than in 
2015 and a 284 percent increase since 2008. Soil & plant amendments are materials intended to improve certain 
desirable characteristics of plants, seed or soil. 

During 2016 the MDA issued 1,939 fertilizer licenses. This is two percent more than were issued in 2015 
and 21 percent more than issued in 2007. A person must obtain a fertilizer license to sell, store or distribute 
bulk fertilizers for use on agricultural lands, to custom apply fertilizer or to manufacture, blend or otherwise 
manipulate fertilizer.

The number of specialty fertilizer products registered also continues to increase.  In 2016, 372 companies 
registered a total of 4,384 specialty fertilizers. This is an increase of six percent over the last year and a 34 
percent increase since 2008. Specialty fertilizers are typically used at golf courses, greenhouses, parks and home 
gardens. 

The figure below shows the percentage change in licenses and registrations compared to the previous year for 
each of the three product categories.

For more information, please contact Carol Durden at 651-201-6379, Carol.Durden@state.mn.us, or 
Jeppe Kjaersgaard at 651-201-6149, Jeppe.Kjaersgaard@state.mn.us.
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Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule 
Available for Public Comment
Katie Wolf, State Program Administrator Senior

The MDA is currently developing a new rule to 
prevent and reduce nitrate pollution in Minnesota’s 
groundwater. The purpose of the proposed Nitrogen 
Fertilizer Rule is to minimize potential sources of 
nitrate pollution, reduce nitrate contamination in 
groundwater, and protect our drinking water. The 
new rule will be based on guidance outlined in the 
Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Plan (NFMP). The 
rule is expected to be adopted in late 2018.

The rule will use two different approaches to 
meet this goal, the first approach will restrict 
fall and winter nitrogen fertilizer application to 
vulnerable groundwater areas around the state. 
The second approach will use the implementation 
of nitrogen fertilizer best management practices 
and groundwater nitrate concentrations to place 
townships and Drinking Water Supply Management 
Areas into mitigation levels. The first two mitigation 
levels are voluntary, and if nitrogen fertilizer 
best management practices are followed then it is 
unlikely additional regulations will be required. If 
nitrogen fertilizer best management practices are 
not being followed, the MDA may move into the 
regulatory levels. The MDA will work with a local 
advisory teams to determine the best management 
practices for each township and Drinking Water 
Supply Management Area.

The MDA will have a draft of the Nitrogen Fertilizer 
Rule available for public comment this spring. The 
60 day comment period will begin once the rule is 
posted.  Please visit www.mda.state.mn.us/nfr for 
further details and to find a copy of the rule. We are 
interested in your comments on the draft Nitrogen 
Fertilizer Rule. Comments can be submitted to Larry 
Gunderson at Larry.Gunderson@state.mn.us or at 
651-201-6168.

Use Certified Laboratories to 
Assist Your Farming Operation
Jerry Floren, Soil Scientist

Laboratory accuracy varies. The MDA certifies soil 
testing and manure testing labs meeting specific 
performance standards. 

To become certified, laboratories must participate in 
multiple soil or manure sample exchanges. The labs 
analyze specially prepared soil or manure samples 
and report their results to the MDA. The MDA then 
compares the laboratory’s results with the results 
submitted by the other laboratories participating in the 
sample exchange programs. This comparison evaluates 
an individual lab’s accuracy compared to the other labs 
analyzing soil and manure samples.  

A listing of MDA Certified Laboratories and their 
testing results can be found at: www.mda.state.mn.us. 
Use the search function and search “certified lab”. Be 
sure to select a laboratory certified by the MDA when 
testing soil and manure for your farming operation.

For more information, please contact Jerry Floren at 
507-344-3206 or Jerry.Floren@state.mn.us

 Filling sample bottles with liquid manure for the MAP Program. Laboratories 
must demonstrate acceptable accuracy levels to become certified for soil or 
manure testing
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MDA Urges Caution when using 
Dicamba in Dicamba-Tolerant 
Soybean Crops
Matthew Sunseri, Pesticide Consultant

The MDA urges growers and applicators to be careful 
when choosing and using herbicides for weed control in 
new soybean varieties. New varieties have been genetically 
modified to tolerate the active ingredient dicamba in 
certain herbicide products. Misusing dicamba may cause 
unintended impacts such as serious damage to soybeans, 
other crops, and non-crop plants. 

In February, the MDA registered two dicamba products 
that are labeled for use in dicamba-tolerant soybean (“DT 
soybean”):  XtendiMax with VaporGrip Technology (EPA 
Reg. No. 524-617) and Engenia Herbicide (EPA Reg. No. 
7969-345). At the time of writing this article, these are the 
only registered dicamba products that are labeled for use 
while the dicamba-tolerant soybean crop is in the field 
(also called “in-crop”, “post-emergence”, and “over-the-
top” uses).  

Both products will have this new use on a supplemental 
label, not on the label attached to the container. Users 
are required to have both the supplemental label and the 
container label in their possession at the time of application 
and follow the directions stated on both labels. 

Pesticide labels specify where and how to use products 
safely and effectively.  It is a violation of Minnesota law 
to use pesticides without following the label directions.  In 
other words, “the label is the law.” 

For more information,                                                                 
please contact Matt Sunseri                                                              
at 651-201-6292 or                                                                   
Matthew.Sunseri@state.mn.us.

Innovative Clean Water Fund 
Research Projects 
Heidi Peterson, Ph.D., Research Scientist

The MDA has used Clean Water Funds to 
support agricultural research and evaluation 
since 2008, funding over 33 projects. In 
2016, two new projects were awarded to the 
University of Minnesota. The Cover Crops, 
Water and Nitrogen Nexus (Axel Garcia 
y Garcia and Jeff Strock, Lamberton) will 
examine the question of how cover crops 
impact corn and soybean production and the 
environment. In this four year study, the project 
team will explore which cover crop strategies 
are most stable and efficient in terms of 
production and environmental goals, including 
the reduction of nitrogen and phosphorus losses. 
It includes both field experiments and computer 
modeling.

Optimizing Woodchip Bioreactors to Reduce 
Nitrogen and Phosphorus in Subsurface 
Drainage (Carl Rosen, St. Paul) uses a unique, 
replicated, in-field design to evaluate strategies 
for enhancing denitrification within a bioreactor. 
For example, this project looks at the addition 
of both carbon, (i.e., acetate and lactate) which 
acts as a food source for microbes, and rapidly-
denitrifying bacteria, to increase nitrate and 
phosphorus removal in tile drainage water. 

In addition to field days and publishing articles, 
results from the MDA’s Clean Water Fund 
research projects are used to enhance best 
management practice (BMP) design criteria and 
quantify nutrient reduction potential.

Spring Flood Preparation
Plan Today for Tomorrow’s Flood raises the awareness of how floodwaters pose risks 
to both agricultural retailers and their communities. It includes the lessons many retail 
managers learned from their flooding experiences, and helps retailers examine what they 
need to do to create a flood preparation plan. Visit www.mda.state.mn.us/agchemspills 
for a link to this free download or call 651-201-6455 for a complimentary printed copy.
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Incidents of Interest: Causes, Cleanup, 
and Prevention
Patrick Kelly, Incident Response Consultant

Below are two incident summaries to illustrate spill responses 
managed by MDA staff.  

• During a spring season anhydrous ammonia (NH3) application, 
the hitch connection between the nurse tank and the application/
toolbar unit failed. The jumper hose was too short and restricted 
the range of motion of the break-away coupling device 
(BACD). When the withdrawal hose stretched, it tore because 
it was not able to separate and stop the flow of NH3.  The tear 
caused the release of approximately 1,700 pounds of NH3. The 
applicator escaped safely upwind. Install the BACD according to 
manufacturer’s instructions for safe NH3 application. 

• In November, a semi-truck hauling approximately 6.5 tons of 
potash collided with another vehicle. The truck spilled its entire 
contents into the ditch.  An environmental consultant was hired to 
oversee cleanup.  The fertilizer was land spread onto a farmer’s 
field and impacted soils were excavated and stockpiled until 
accepted by a landfill.  The ditch was reseeded and protected by 
erosion mats.

All incidents must be reported to the MDA by telephoning the MN 
Duty Officer at 1-800-422-0798.  An immediate response to spills 
generally means lower cleanup costs.

For more information, please contact Pat Kelly at 651-201-6387, 
Patrick.Kelly@state.mn.us or Lucia Hunt at 651-201-6637, 
Lucia.Hunt@state.mn.us.

2016 Applicator 
Record-Keeping 
Requirements 
Alice Waller, Ag Chemical 
Investigation Consultant

Application records are an important 
tool in any pesticide application. 
Minnesota state law requires all 
commercial applicators to maintain a 
record of each pesticide application 
and to provide a copy of the record 
to their customer. Noncommercial 
applicators are required to maintain a 
record of the restricted use pesticide 
applications. These are some 
guidelines:

1. An applicator signature is not 
required to facilitate the use of 
electronic records.  

2. All information required for the 
record must be maintained in a 
single document. 

3. Application records must be 
completed within 5 days of the 
application.

Only one application record is 
required when a commercial 
applicator sprays the same tank mix 
over multiple fields for the same 
customer on the same day. A separate 
record is required if the applicator 
applies on a different day or for a 
different customer.  

The MDA provides sample records 
to illustrate the requirements of the 
law. To view sample records visit: 
www.mda.state.mn.us/licensing/
licensetypes/pesticideapplicator/
pestrecords.

For more information, please contact 
Alice Waller at 651-201-6284 or 
Alice.Waller@state.mn.us. 

An example of a jumper hose that is too short.
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NEW Incident Response 
Sample Plan Available
Lucia Hunt, Emergency Response Supervisor

Visit our webpage for the new fillable form version 
of the Incident Response Plan. Updating your 
current plan to this format is easy. It also ensures 
that you are prepared in case an emergency occurs 
and that you comply with incident response plan 
requirements in Minnesota statute. The plan must:

• Have information needed to respond to an 
agricultural chemical emergency incident; 

• Be kept at a principal business site or location 
within this state;

• Be updated every three years or whenever 
information on the form becomes out of date, 
whichever is earlier;

• Be reviewed with employees at least once per 
calendar year and include documentation of 
training events; and,

• Be made available to local first responders and 
documented accordingly.

Many other resources for preparedness, response, 
and cleanup for emergency spills are also available 
at www.mda.state.mn.us/agchemspills. 

MDA Website – A Source 
for Anhydrous Ammonia 
Information
Ed Kaiser, Consultant

The MDA anhydrous ammonia (NH3) web page is a 
valuable resource. Visitors will find:

• Emergency response and incident reporting 
information

• A list of firms that inspect and repair equipment

• Permit application forms

• A self-inspection check list

• External links to state and federal resources for 
compliance and regulatory information

• Reports and other publications (break-away 
coupling devices and NH3 compliance related fact 
sheets)

Visit: www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/fertilizers/nh3.

For more information, please contact Ed Kaiser at 
651-201-6275 or Ed.Kaiser@state.mn.us.

National Response Center
You are required to report qualifying spills of certain 
chemicals to the EPA through the National Response 
Center; reporting an incident to the State Duty Officer 
does not meet this requirement.  To determine whether 
or not a federal report is necessary, look up the List 
of Hazardous Substances and Reportable Quantities 
in 40 CFR 302.4 (www.epa.gov, keyword search: 40 
cfr 302.4) or give the National Response Center a call 
at 800-424-8802.  Failure to report or late reporting 
could earn you a large fine.  Update your Incident 
Response Plan with reporting requirements so it’s at 
your fingertips after a spill.
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Conditions to Maintain an Applicator 
License
Clarissa Levi, State Program Administrator

Each year the MDA issues thousands of applicator licenses. There 
are several basic steps to obtain a license, including: 1) complete 
applications accurately; 2) submit application to the MDA and 
pay the correct fees; 3) schedule and pass a category certification 
exam; and, 4) keep a copy of your license in your possession.  In 
addition, each license type has particular conditions you must meet 
to maintain that license.  

Commercial Pesticide Applicator License:

• Inform the MDA of any changes in your employer’s name, 
service address or contact information; 

• Certify in the correct category or categories for work performed;

• Meet financial responsibility requirement; and

• Meet workers compensation requirement.

Noncommercial Pesticide Applicator License:

• Inform the MDA of any changes in your employer’s name, 
service address or contact information; and

• Hold correct categories for work performed.

Structural Pest Control Applicator:

• Inform the MDA of any changes in your employer’s name, 
service address or contact information; 

• Employer holds a Structural Pest Control Company License; and

• Employer employs a Structural Pest Control Applicator Master.

Once you have a license, follow these guidelines to be 
sure that you meet the conditions of a license. For more 
information, please contact Clarissa Levi at 651-201-6548 or 
Clarissa.Levi@state.mn.us.

Chemigation
Jane Boerboom, 
Facility Management Supervisor

A person applying fertilizer or 
pesticide through an irrigation system 
that is connected to surface water or a 
private, public well water supply must 
obtain a chemigation permit from the 
MDA. Examples include: greenhouse, 
nursery, golf course, and center pivot 
irrigation systems. There are two 
methods to apply:  

1)  download an application from the 
chemigation page on the MDA 
website, complete the application, 
and return by mail to the MDA, or 

2)  complete an application form 
online at www.mda.state.mn.us/
licensing/e-licensing-options.

There is a one-time chemigation 
permit application fee of $50 for 
fertilizer only or $250 for pesticide 
and fertilizer. A person that completes 
a permit application certifies that 
the chemigation system is in full 
compliance with applicable rules 
and statues. Importantly, the system 
must have an anti-pollution device 
to prevent back siphoning to the 
water supply during chemigation. 
Additional information on permit 
requirements can be found at: www.
mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/fertilizers/
chemigation.
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Recent Penalty Enforcement Actions
Paul Haiker, Inspections and Enforcement Advisor

Andover, MN
A wholesale and retail agricultural vegetable 
operation paid a $37,500 penalty for applying 
a pesticide that was not labeled for the subject 
vegetables. 

Ashby, MN
An agricultural facility with a licensed pesticide 
Dealer’s license paid a $500 penalty for selling a 
restricted use pesticide (RUP) to an individual who 
was not certified or licensed to purchase a RUP. 

Byron, MN
An agricultural facility paid a $2,775 penalty 
for anhydrous ammonia equipment maintenance 
violations.  

Grand Rapids, MN
A greenhouse paid a $1,100 penalty for failure 
to provide workers pesticide safety training prior 
to workers entering pesticide treated areas, and 
maintain and post a 30 day pesticide application 
record at the central location. 

Halstad, MN
An agricultural facility paid a $500 penalty for 
applying a pesticide inconsistent with the label and 
in a manner resulting in pesticide drift and damage 
to adjacent property. 

Maumee, OH
A company with a facility in Minnesota that stores 
and distributes fertilizer paid a $3,600 penalty for 
failure to maintain the facility, report and abate 
a fertilizer incident, and handling fertilizer in 
a manner that resulted in adverse effects to the 
environment. 

North Mankato, MN
A licensed structural pest control company paid a 
$1,550 penalty for applying a pesticide inconsistent 
with the label and in a manner to harm a domestic 
pet, failure to complete a pesticide application 
record, and failure to have the appropriate license 
category.

Rochester, MN
A landscape maintenance company paid a $250 
penalty for commercially applying pesticides 
without a Minnesota commercial pesticide license.

Tracy, MN
A commercial greenhouse paid a $1,100 penalty 
for failure to provide workers pesticide safety 
training prior to entering pesticide treated areas 
and failure to provide a change of clothing at the 
decontamination site. 

Watkins, MN
An agricultural facility paid a $3,675 penalty 
for anhydrous ammonia equipment maintenance 
violations.  

Wood Lake, MN
An agricultural facility paid a $2,150 penalty 
for anhydrous ammonia equipment maintenance 
violations.
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Private Well Pesticide 
Sampling
Jeff Paddock, Hydrologist 

The Private Well Pesticide Sampling (PWPS) 
Project was implemented in 2014 at the 
direction of the Minnesota Legislature and 
is funded primarily by the Clean Water Land 
and Legacy Amendment. The goal of the 
PWPS Project is to provide information to 
homeowners and the general public about 
the presence of pesticides in private drinking 
water wells located in geologically sensitive 
areas with row crop agriculture. Any 
homeowner that had a nitrate detection as 
part of the Township Testing Program has the 
opportunity to have their well sampled for 
nitrate and pesticides by MDA staff as part of 
the PWPS Project.   

Since the PWPS Project was initiated in 
2014, 2,440 wells have been sampled in 
ten counties. In 2014-2015, samples were 
analyzed for a list of 22 pesticides at a part 
per billion level, and pesticides were detected 
in six wells. Beginning in 2016, samples 
were analyzed for a list of 127 pesticides, 
most at the part per trillion level. The MDA 
is currently in the process of reviewing and 
analyzing the 2016 data which indicates more 
pesticide detections than in the previous two 
years.

The PWPS Project will continue over the 
next several years assuming continued 
funding. Additional information about the 
PWPS Project can be found at: www.mda.
state.mn.us/pwps or by contacting Jeff 
Paddock at Jeff.Paddock@state.mn.us or 
651-201-6560.

Discovery Farms Minnesota 
Katie Rasmussen, Hydrologist and Scott Matteson, 
Hydrologist

Discovery Farms Minnesota is a farmer-led effort to gather 
field-scale water quality information from different farming 
systems across Minnesota. Each core farm includes an edge-
of-field monitoring station where flow, water quality, weather 
and soil condition data are gathered. Water monitoring 
includes surface runoff and subsurface tile drainage. Water 
monitoring began in fall 2010 on four farms, and additional 
farms were added each year. In fall 2016, the Chisago County 
farm was retired after six years of monitoring and two new 
farms in Redwood County and McLeod County were added 
to the program (11 total). The Redwood County farm will 
have two monitoring stations in the same field for a paired 
watershed study.  

The Discovery Farms Minnesota website will be updated 
with a more user-friendly site in spring 2017. The website 
provides near real-time monitoring information for current 
site conditions on participating farms. Raw stage, flow, air 
temperature/humidity, rainfall, soil moisture/temperature, 
wind speed/direction and solar radiation will be displayed on 
the website. The information collected is used by farmers, 
scientists and resource managers to make more informed 
decisions about agricultures impact on water quality. Please 
visit:  www.discoveryfarmsmn.org 

For more information please contact Katie Rasmussen at 
651-201-6331, Katie.Rasmussen@state.mn.us or Scott 
Matteson at 507-344-3201, Scott.Matteson@state.mn.us.

Discovery Farms Minnesota locations.
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New Federal Rule for 
Certified Applicators

The Environmental Protection Agency published a new 
rule for Certification of Pesticide Applicators in the 
federal register on January 4, 2017. As of this writing, 
the rule will become effective on March 21, 2017.  
Implementation of the rule will occur over a three year 
period. 

The MDA is in the early stages of evaluating the rule 
and what it will mean for Minnesota applicators. 
Few changes are anticipated to the commercial, 
noncommercial and structural licensing and 
certification requirements.  The private applicator 
program will likely be impacted.

More details can be found on the EPA website: www.
epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/revised-certification-
standards-pesticide-applicators.

Pesticide Rinsate, Fertilizer 
Waste Management
Jane Boerboom, 
Facility Management Supervisor

Pesticide rinsate storage, management, and 
disposal must follow the label directions. 
Spraying rinsate to a site not listed on a label is 
illegal. Also, store and manage fertilizer waste 
products like aqua ammonia safely. 

Helpful information about managing pesticide 
rinsate and fertilizer waste can be found at: 
www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/factshts.

Neither pesticide rinsate nor fertilizer are 
accepted at waste pesticide collections. If 
you have questions about the Waste Pesticide 
Collection please contact Stan Kaminski at 
651-201-6562 or Stan.Kaminski@state.mn.us.


