
Inside this Issue Director’s Notes
Joshua Stamper, Director, Pesticide and Fertilizer Management Division

Every year the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) publishes a 
300-page water quality monitoring report that forms the foundation of our 
legislatively directed charge to protect human health and the environment. 
While this document is not what anyone would call pleasure reading, it is 
the report card that is presented to the Pesticide Management Plan (PMP) 
Committee. The PMP is the game plan for how the MDA will respond to 
detections of pesticides and their degradates in ground and surface water. 
The water quality monitoring report represents thousands of samples 
collected at hundreds of different locations across Minnesota. Frankly, it’s an 
overwhelming amount of data.

The most common question I get as it relates to this data is, “what does this 
mean?” The short answer is, given the amount of row crop farmland and 
water in Minnesota, we do not have many flashing red lights as it pertains 
to exceeding water quality standards from the legal use of pesticides. We 
do have certain categories of chemicals that we declare as “pesticides 
of concern” in surface water and “common detection pesticides” in 
groundwater. Mobility and persistence are the hallmarks of chemicals that 
end up with these designations. 

Pesticides of Concern (POC) are active ingredients that tend to be mobile 
and/ or persistent in surface water and have concentrations that are high 
in relation to reference values. The five POC are atrazine, acetochlor, 
chlorpyrifos, imidacloprid, and clothianidin. Designation as a POC triggers 
the development of Best Management Practices (BMPs) that are designed to 
prevent or mitigate future exceedances of water quality reference values or 
standards.
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One of the constants for Minnesotans is the changing weather. While the unpredictability may 
add some excitement to life, it can also make it difficult for us in agriculture. That’s why an 
online tool the MDA has developed with the National Weather Service is helping farmers and 
commercial applicators determine the best time to apply pesticides, fertilizer, and manure.

The Runoff Risk Advisory Forecast tool uses past and predicted National Weather Service 
weather data like precipitation, temperature, and snow melt. It predicts the likelihood that 
applied manure and chemicals will run off fields in daily, next day, and 72-hour increments. 
Farmers and commercial applicators use an interactive map to locate their field and find the 

forecasted risk. Users can also sign up for email or text messages for their county that alert them to a severe runoff risk 
for that day.

When someone goes to the interactive map, the runoff risk is displayed in one of four categories: no runoff expected, 
low, moderate, and severe. When the risk is moderate or severe, it is recommended that the applicator evaluate the 
situation to determine if there are other locations or later dates when the application could take place.

The forecasting tool also includes 2” soil depth temperatures which are useful at planting time, and 6” soil depth 
temperatures which are helpful when determining fall fertilizer application in appropriate areas. 

With this information, we hope to give our farmers and commercial applicators the tools they need to make well-
informed decisions. We can decrease any potential loss to our waterways and increase farm productivity by saving inputs 
on the land. I encourage you to use this powerful tool.

For more information on the Runoff Risk Advisory Forecast visit: www.mda.state.mn.us/rraf

A MESSAGE FROM COMMISSIONER THOM PETERSEN 
Online Weather Tool Helps Farmers and Applicators

Common Detection Pesticides (CDP) are water soluble pesticides (and their degradates) that are commonly found 
in groundwater monitoring, usually in coarse textured soils or in areas where surface water might quickly become 
groundwater, like southeast Minnesota. Acetochlor, alachlor, atrazine, metolachlor, and metribuzin are the current 
common detection pesticides in groundwater. The MDA developed BMPs for the use of these products. The good news is 
that, while we may commonly detect these chemicals, they are typically far below health risk limits. Even at the highest 
concentrations that we observe (90th percentile concentrations), the levels are often still orders of magnitude less than 
health risk limits. That’s a good thing and reflects the effectiveness of MDA’s education and BMP implementation efforts 
and good stewardship on the part of applicators and growers. 

At the end of the day, this data is an integral part of demonstrating to the public that pesticides can be used in a way that 
is not detrimental to human health or the environment.

To view the 2021 Water Quality Monitoring Report visit: www.mda.state.mn.us/pesticide-monitoring-reports

Continued from page 1.

https://www.mda.state.mn.us/protecting/cleanwaterfund/toolstechnology/runoffrisk
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNMDA/subscriber/new?qsp=MNMDA_3
www.mda.state.mn.us/rraf
www.mda.state.mn.us/pesticide-monitoring-reports
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Update to the Fall Nitrogen Fertilizer 
Restriction Map: Check it out!
Margaret Wagner, Fertilizer Non-Point Source Section Manager 

The MDA is 
reminding farmers 
and landowners 
that application of 
nitrogen fertilizer 
in the fall and 
on frozen soil 
is restricted in 
areas vulnerable 
to groundwater 
contamination 
and in Drinking 
Water Supply 
Management Areas 
(DWSMAs) with 
elevated nitrate 
levels. An area with 
vulnerable groundwater is an area where nitrate can move easily through 
soil and into groundwater. These areas include coarse textured soils, 
karst geology, and soils with shallow bedrock. A map showing where 
fall fertilizer restrictions apply as well as a list of exceptions to the fall 
fertilizer restrictions are available online at www.mda.state.mn.us/nfr. 

Fall fertilizer restrictions are part of the Groundwater Protection Rule. 
The goal of the rule is to minimize potential sources of nitrate pollution 
to the state’s groundwater and to protect drinking water.

The MDA announced updates to the fall nitrogen fertilizer restriction 
map in January 2022. These updates were made to correct GIS and data 
issues. As of January 2022, an additional 248,433 cropland acres and 
603,654 non-cropland acres were added to the fall nitrogen fertilizer 
restriction map, while 4,659 cropland and 20,506 non-cropland acres 
were removed from the map. The Groundwater Protection Rule applies 
to cropland acres. The restrictions begin September 1 each year. Farmers 
are encouraged to check the new map prior to each fall to determine if 
their fields are subject to these restrictions.

View the interactive Vulnerable Groundwater Area Map at: 
www.mda.state.mn.us/vulnerableareamap.

For more information, please contact Margaret Wagner at 651-201-6488, 
or Margaret.Wagner@state.mn.us.

mailto:Julie.Schmidt%40state.mn.us?subject=Julie.Schmidt%40state.mn.us
mailto:Jen.Schaust%40state.mn.us?subject=Jen.Schaust%40state.mn.us
www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/pfmdupdate
www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/pfmdupdate
www.mda.state.mn.us/nfr
www.mda.state.mn.us/vulnerableareamap
mailto:Margaret.Wagner%40state.mn.us?subject=Margaret.Wagner%40state.mn.us
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Annual Water Monitoring Report 
Shows Impact of 2021 Drought on 
Pesticide Detections in Surface Water    
Dave Tollefson and Matt Ribikawskis, Hydrologists 

The MDA conducts extensive surface water and groundwater 
monitoring each year to evaluate pesticides in agricultural and 
urban areas throughout Minnesota. Samples are analyzed for 
up to 181 different pesticide related compounds. The MDA 
recently released their 2021 Water Quality Monitoring Report 
that presents the latest results and long-term trends. The report is 
available at www.mda.state.mn.us/pesticide-monitoring-reports 

The impacts of the 2021 drought were notable in many areas of 
the state, and the MDA river monitoring results were no different. 
As compared to years with normal precipitation patterns, 
fewer samples were collected, and many more samples were 
collected during low flow conditions. Pesticide concentration and 
detection frequency are typically highest in rivers following the 
first large rainfall event after pesticide applications are made. 
The lack of storm events in 2021 reduced pesticide detection 
frequency for several pesticides, as well as the range of measured 
concentrations. The number of samples with a concentration that 
may be harmful to aquatic organisms declined dramatically from 
previous years. No significant drought related changes were noted 
in the 2021 groundwater results compared to previous findings.

For more information, please contact Dave Tollefson at 
507-206-2882, or David.Tollefson@state.mn.us.

The Future of Online 
Recertification 
Workshops
Brian Clark and Robyn Frederick, 
Recertification Project Managers

Some applicators are asking, “Where did the 
online workshop’s go?” While many appreciated 
the self-paced, work at your leisure, continuing 
education workshops, the MDA found problems 
with verification and accountability. These 
problems were found while reassessing the 
competency of applicators.

The MDA received unconfirmed reports that 
some applicators had misused the modular 
platform by having others complete their 
training for them, performing other duties 
while the sessions were playing, and bypassing 
the video training due to glitches in the online 
program. 

The MDA had given allowances to sponsors to 
offer online workshops during the pandemic. 
But now to adhere to strong verification and 
accountability needs, the MDA has updated 
the workshop guidelines. Sponsors are now 
required to include visual confirmation during 
online Zoom workshops and to ask questions 
during the presentations. Modular platforms 
are required to have photo capturing and timed 
questions sporadically placed within the video 
trainings. Sponsors had 90 days to comply 
with the new guidelines. If changes could not 
be made, only in-person workshops would be 
allowed. 

We remain hopeful that in this modern era 
applicators will again have different options for 
attending recertification workshops.

For more information, please contact 
Brian Clark at 651-201-6548 or 
Brian.Clark@state.mn.us.  

www.mda.state.mn.us/pesticide-monitoring-reports
mailto:Brian.Clark%40state.mn.us?subject=Brian.Clark%40state.mn.us
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Applying Fertilizers or 
Pesticides Through Irrigation: 
Chemigation Requirements
Jeff Lorentz, Agricultural Chemical Consultant

Chemigation is the application of fertilizers or pesticides 
through an irrigation system. The Chemigation Permit 
Program is administered by the MDA. Permit holders must 
meet compliance requirements and maintain chemigation 
systems prior to use. MDA inspectors may conduct 
inspections to verify compliance. 

Fertilizer and Pesticide Chemigation Requirements:
• Obtain the correct Chemigation Permit from the 

MDA. 
 » Fertilizer Only, Pesticide Only, or Fertilizer & 

Pesticide
 » Pesticide applications - Pesticide product must 

be labeled for application through irrigation 
systems and applied according to the product 
label.

• Anti-pollution devices must be installed, 
maintained, and operating properly.

• Automatic System Shutdown must be installed, 
maintained, and operating properly.

• Chemigation supply tank setback and secondary 
containment requirements must be met.

• Record keeping – Documents must be kept for five 
years. 
 » Chemigation System Maintenance and 

Inspection Records
 » Chemigation Application Records – Fertilizer 

and Pesticide Applications
For more information, please visit www.mda.state.mn.us/
chemigation-permit-program or contact Jeff Lorentz at 
320-223-6547, Jeffrey.Lorentz@state.mn.us. 

Bee Kill Investigations: 
2015-2020
Theresa Cira, Research Scientist, Christine Wicks, 
Ag Chemical Supervisor, Scott Knutson and Mike 
Fick, Ag Chemical Investigators, Rajinder Mann, 
Agricultural Program Manager

The MDA investigates pesticide misuse complaints, 
including bee kills in Minnesota. A bee kill is when 
many honeybees die suddenly (acutely) of a suspected 
pesticide poisoning. This is determined based on the 
type and concentration of pesticides found on dead bees 
through laboratory analysis and the estimated number 
of dead bees relative to living bees. From 2015-2020 the 
MDA conducted 19 bee kill investigations, 10 were acute 
pesticide poisonings and nine were not. 

The MDA may compensate beekeepers whose bees are 
killed by an acute pesticide poisoning depending on a 
few factors, including whether the apiary was registered 
on BeeCheck (Minn. Stat 18B.055). Of the 10 acute 
pesticide poisonings from 2015 to 2020, three led to 
compensation for beekeepers. 

Chemigation Anti-Pollution Device- two backcheck valves 
used to prevent backflow of fertilizers and pesticides into the 
water supply.

www.mda.state.mn.us/chemigation-permit-program
www.mda.state.mn.us/chemigation-permit-program
mailto:Jeffrey.Lorentz%40state.mn.us?subject=Jeffrey.Lorentz%40state.mn.us
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Real-time Access to Water Quality and Weather Conditions
Kevin Kuehner, Hydrologist and Bill VanRyswyk, Hydrologist Supervisor

The MDA maintains a network of water, weather, and soil monitoring stations throughout the state. 

Over 30 monitoring stations are currently active and continuously measure and record a range of information such as rainfall, flow, 
soil moisture, and wind speed. At a few locations, new instrumentation to measure continuous nitrate concentrations have been 
installed. Several stations are located on agricultural fields that measure sub-surface drainage tile and surface runoff while others 
are located on springs, streams, and rivers. Information recorded from these stations is used to better understand relationships 
between agricultural practices, clean water efforts and to evaluate long-term trends. 

Real-time access to this information is now possible through an interactive website (https://mda.onerain.com). With just a few 
clicks you can now view current conditions and interact using graphs. The Dashboards link at the top of the page provides quick 
access to special water quality demonstration projects such as Discovery Farms Minnesota, Root River Field to Stream, and Red 
River Valley Drainage Water Management.

Real-time station access will help the MDA and its partners maintain these sites more efficiently by reducing travel and labor costs 
and serve as an educational tool. Farmers, agronomists, and applicators may also find interest in this tool. They can easily access 
wind speed or soil moisture and temperature conditions from their mobile devices. 

For more information, please contact Kevin Kuehner at 507-765-4530, or Kevin.Kuehner@state.mn.us.

https://mda.onerain.com
mailto:Kevin.Kuehner%40state.mn.us?subject=Kevin.Kuehner%40state.mn.us
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Anhydrous Ammonia (NH3) 
Safety Checklist & Incident 
Reporting
Ed Kaiser, NH3 Program Consultant

Safely Handle NH3 and Maintain Equipment 
• NEVER wear contact lenses
• Wear NH3-rated Personal Protective Equipment:

 » Goggles
 » Gaunlet style gloves (cuffed)

• Have required safety water accessible:
 » 5 gallons/nurse tank
 » 150+ gallons in low profile, open top tank
 » Recommended: In tractor cab and in a small 

eyewash bottle near you at all times
• NEVER assume NH3 components and lines are empty
• Be away from the direction of flow when:

 » Connecting, disconnecting and bleeding lines
 » Transferring
 » Performing maintenance

• Handle valves by the body, not the wheel
• Close, bleed, disconnect and secure valves/transfer 

lines when:
 » Leaving equipment unattended
 » Over-the-road transport

• Park NH3 equipment away from dwellings, people 
and livestock based on the wind direction

• Inspect/maintain NH3 equipment in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s instructions

• Use NH3 inspection checklists at www.mda.state.
mn.us/nh3

In Transportation
• Hitch connection: Use two separate safety chains and 

a hitch pin/retainer clip
• Towing speed limits:

 » 30 mph with a full nurse tank
 » 35 mph with up to two empty nurse tanks

• Ensure the slow moving vehicle emblem is visible 
from the rear of the towed assembly.

Immediately Report Incidents to the Minnesota Duty 
Officer at 1-800-422-0798
• NH3 incidents of any quantity
• Rolled/tipped over NH3 nurse tank(s) with/without a 

release

For more information, please contact Ed Kaiser at 
651-201-6275, Ed.Kaiser@state.mn.us or Jeff Lorentz at 
320-223-6547, Jeffrey.Lorentz@state.mn.us

Annual Study Again Confirms 
Higher Profits for Ag Water 
Quality Certified Farms
Danielle Isaacson, MAWQCP Operations Coordinator 

Farmers enrolled in the 
Minnesota Agricultural 
Water Quality Certification 
Program (MAWQCP) 
have higher profits than 
non-certified farms, 
according to a recent 
study by the Minnesota 
State Agricultural Centers 
of Excellence. This marks 
the third year of data 
highlighting improved 
financial outcomes.

The “Influence of Intensified Environmental Practices on 
Farm Profitability” study examined financial and crop 
production information from farmers enrolled in the 
Minnesota State Farm Business Management education 
program. The 94 MAWQCP farms in the study saw 2021 
profits that were an average of more than $16,000 or 6% 
higher (median of almost $32,000 higher) than non-certified 
farms. Looking at three years of data, the average income 
was more than $25,000 higher for MAWQCP farms, or 
$16,000 higher for median income. Other key financial 
metrics are also better for those enrolled in the MAWQCP, 
such as debt-to-asset ratios and operating expense ratios. 
The three years of data serve as an early indicator of a 
positive return on investment for whole-farm conservation 
management farmers implement to become certified.

“We see that farms in the Minnesota Ag Water Quality 
Certification Program have major benefits on the 
environment, and now we see with three years of data that 
our certified farmers are, on average, also looking at better 
economic outcomes,” said Agriculture Commissioner Thom 
Petersen. “I encourage all farmers and landowners to look 
into the advantages of certifying their land and contact 
their local Soil and Water Conservation District for more 
information.”

Details on the economic study can be found at AgCentric.
org. For more information, please contact Danielle Isaacson 
at 651-201-6283 or Danielle.Isaacson@state.mn.us.

www.mda.state.mn.us/nh3
www.mda.state.mn.us/nh3
mailto:Ed.Kaiser%40state.mn.us?subject=Ed.Kaiser%40state.mn.us
mailto:%20Jeffrey.Lorentz%40state.mn.us%20?subject=%20Jeffrey.Lorentz%40state.mn.us%0D
https://www.agcentric.org/
https://www.agcentric.org/
mailto:Danielle.Isaacson%40state.mn.us?subject=Danielle.Isaacson%40state.mn.us
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Bulk Liquid Pesticide and Fertilizer Storage What’s Required? 
Matt Parins, Agricultural Chemical Consultant

The MDA issues bulk storage permits for secondary containment systems designed for bulk liquid pesticides, bulk liquid fertilizers, 
and dry bulk fertilizers. Regular inspections and maintenance of these safeguards, including pesticide mini bulk storage areas, are 
required by law. 

Pesticide Storage Rules

The inspection and maintenance rule (Minnesota Rules, Part 1505.3110, Subpart. 2) specifies that a secondary containment area 
must be inspected for condition and leakage of the base, seams, and walls at least monthly while bulk pesticide is in storage. 
Loading area pads must be inspected for leakage at least monthly during the use season.

Maintenance of the bulk pesticide storage facility must be performed as necessary to ensure the integrity of the secondary 
containment areas and loading areas are maintained. Any concrete wall or floor joint movement, developing cracks, and concrete 
defects or damage must be repaired with a pesticide compatible coating or sealant. Extra sealant should be kept on hand if 
needed. Steel containment must be maintained free from rust and corrosion. 

Liquid Commercial Fertilizer Rules

The maintenance and operations rule (Minnesota Rules, Part 1510.0375) requires that safeguards be maintained and operated 
in a manner which will prevent the escape of any liquid commercial fertilizer from the facility. Concrete containment must be 
repaired and maintained with fertilizer compatible sealants. Inspect synthetic liner systems frequently for punctures or tears. 
Keep stick-on patches on-hand so repairs can be made as discovered. Immediately contact a certified liner installer to replace the 
temporary patch with a permanent repair patch. 

The MDA conducts inspections at storage facilities to determine compliance with Minnesota Statutes and Rules. Violations found 
during these inspections may result in financial penalties.

For more information, please contact Matthew Parins at 651-201-6587 or Matthew.Parins@state.mn.us.

Synthetic liners used 
for bulk liquid fertilizer 
must have any punctures 
immediately repaired 
to maintain adequate 
containment capacity.

mailto:Matthew.Parins%40state.mn.us?subject=Matthew.Parins%40state.mn.us
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New Irrigation Endorsement Available through the Minnesota 
Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program
Danielle Isaacson, MAWQCP Operations Coordinator

The Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) has launched a new program Endorsement 
to recognize certified producers who go above and beyond to protect the quantity and quality of Minnesota’s water 
resources. MAWQCP-certified producers who complete the Minnesota Irrigator Program (MIP), a comprehensive 2-day 
course offered by the University of Minnesota, can be awarded the Endorsement. 

The MIP program aims to educate producers about irrigation efficiency and how to limit the impact of irrigation on 
surface and groundwater resources. The curriculum includes discussion of irrigation systems, how to use soil moisture 
sensors on your farm, irrigation scheduling, and special topics like variable rate irrigation and remote sensing. After 
completing the course, participants may implement enhancements to their current irrigation practices.

In addition to the Irrigation Water Management Endorsement, MAWQCP-certified producers may also receive 
Endorsements for soil health, wildlife, integrated pest management, and climate smart farming. Certified producers who 
achieve an Endorsement will receive an additional sign for their farm and recognition for their conservation excellence. 

The MAWQCP is a voluntary opportunity for farmers and agricultural landowners to take the lead in implementing 
conservation practices that protect our water. Those who implement and maintain approved farm management practices 
will be certified and in turn obtain regulatory certainty for a period of ten years. To date, the program has certified over 
1,240 farms totaling 860,000 acres.

For more information, please contact Danielle Isaacson at 651-201-6283 or Danielle.Isaacson@state.mn.us.

mailto:Danielle.Isaacson%40state.mn.us?subject=Danielle.Isaacson%40state.mn.us
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Select MDA, Pesticide & Fertilizer Management Division, 
Enforcement Actions July 2022
Corinne du Preez, Agricultural Adviser

Fairmont, MN

An agricultural facility with a Minnesota Commercial 
Pesticide Applicator paid a $4,000 penalty for applying 
XtendiMax and Engenia herbicides inconsistent with the 
product labels by applying XtendiMax within one hour 
after sunrise and for incomplete application records for 
multiple applications.

Ghent, MN

An agricultural facility with a Minnesota fertilizer license 
and anhydrous ammonia (NH3) permit paid a $3,325 
penalty for NH3 storage and equipment violations. 

Winthrop, MN

An agricultural facility with a Minnesota Commercial 
Pesticide Applicator paid a $5,750 penalty for applying 
Tavium herbicide with an unapproved tank mix partner 
with multiple applications and applying when the wind 
was blowing toward an adjacent non-dicamba tolerant 
sensitive crop.

Kasson, MN

A lawn care company paid a $650 penalty for 
commercially applying pesticide and fertilizer without 
the associated licenses and for filling pesticide 
equipment without a backflow prevention device on the 
water supply. 

St. Peter, MN

An agricultural operation with a Minnesota Certified 
Private Pesticide Applicator certificate paid a $1,850 
penalty for applying XtendiMax herbicide inconsistent 
with the product label by failing to measure wind 
speed in the field of application at boom height, 
applying within two hours of sunset, and for incomplete 
application records.

Westbrook, MN

An agricultural facility with a Minnesota Commercial 
Pesticide Applicator paid a $3,750 penalty for applying 
XtendiMax herbicide inconsistent with the product 
label by applying when the wind was blowing towards 
non-dicamba tolerant soybeans, failing to measure wind 
speed in the field of application at boom height prior to 
and after application, applying in a manner that resulted 
in drift, and for incomplete pesticide application record.

Ulen, MN

An agricultural operation with a Minnesota Certified 
Private Pesticide Applicator paid a $1,750 penalty for 
applying Roundup PowerMAX herbicide in a manner 
inconsistent with the label resulting in application 
beyond the boundaries of the target site and drift.

Redwood Falls, MN

An agricultural operation with a Minnesota Certified 
Private Pesticide Applicator paid a $1,850 penalty for 
applying XtendiMax herbicide inconsistent with the 
product labels by failing to complete annual dicamba 
specific training, failing to include a required drift 
reduction agent, and incomplete application records.

Le Center, MN

An agricultural facility with a Minnesota fertilizer license 
and anhydrous ammonia (NH3) permit paid a $2,350 
penalty for NH3 storage and equipment violations.

Sanborn, MN

An agricultural facility with a Minnesota Commercial 
Pesticide Applicator paid a $2,000 penalty for applying 
XtendiMax herbicide inconsistent with the product label 
by using an unapproved nozzle operating pressure.
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Worker Protection Standard 
Gregorio Mendez-Ortega, Agricultural Specialist 

The Worker Protection Standard (WPS) is a federal law that protects workers and pesticide handlers from pesticide exposure 
when completing various activities. As you head into harvest season and possible equipment repair, make sure you and your 
staff are properly protected and trained. For more information on activities that require training under the WPS, please contact 
Gregorio Mendez-Ortega at 507-344-3204 or Gregorio.Mendez-Ortega@state.mn.us.

ACTIVITY CONDITION TYPE OF TRAINING

Repairs or cleans farm 
equipment

The mechanic, while working for his or her 
employer, repairs or cleans equipment, 
tractors or all-terrain vehicles that contain 
pesticide residues. 

Pesticide Handler

The mechanic, while working for a person 
other than his or her employer, repairs or 
cleans equipment, tractors or all-terrain 
vehicles that contain pesticide residues. 

No WPS Training Required

However, this person must be 
told that the equipment may have 
residues and given steps on how to 
protect themselves.

The mechanic does not come into contact 
with pesticides or pesticide residues at any 
time.

No WPS Training Required

Works as a truck driver or 
hauler

The employee drives a truck into an 
agricultural area to pick up harvested crops.

No WPS Training Required

The employee drives a tractor and 
equipment into a “treated area” to assist 
with the harvest and transfer of the crop.

Agricultural Worker

The person is a delivery truck driver (i.e., 
UPS or FedEx) who drives through a treated 
area to get to the main office.

No WPS Training Required

Works at an organic farm where 
pesticide products with the 
WPS language (“Agricultural Use 
Requirements”) on the label are 
used

The employee performs agricultural worker 
tasks in a “treated area.” 

Agricultural Worker

The employee performs pesticide handling 
tasks.

Pesticide Handler

What Type of Worker Protection Standard (WPS) 
Training Must You Provide?

mailto:Gregorio.Mendez-Ortega%40state.mn.us?subject=Gregorio.Mendez-Ortega%40state.mn.us
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