










Two Sales Tiers 

• First tier: $0-$5,000

• Second tier:$5,001-$18,000

• Both tiers require training and can be 
done online

• Second tier registration has a $50 fee
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Food Product Testing 

• If you use an Extension or USDA approved and tested 
canning recipe, testing your food product for acidity or 
water activity is not required
- Follow the recipe exactly

- Retain recipe and source as documentation

• If using a non-standard recipe, you must have the 
product tested for safety
- Test for pH (<4.6), water activity (<0.85) as appropriate

- If the results show the recipe does not meet the pH or 

water activity requirements, the recipe cannot be

used to make and sell under Cottage Foods 

- Keep a copy of the lab results for your records, 

you may be asked to show the results to prove

product safety 15 





































What do I do next? Steps 1-3 

Step One: Based on this training, decide if you are 
eligible to register for this license exemption 

Step Two: If your sales are greater than $5000 per 
year you will need to take an in person training 
through the University of Minnesota Extension 
program. Find training information here: 
University of Minnesota Extension cottage food 
course information 

Step Three: If your sales are less than $5000 per 
year, take the exam that begins on slide 35. 
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https://extension.umn.edu/courses-and-events/cottage-food-producer-food-safety-training


What do I do next? Steps 4-5 
Step four: Send in the registration form. You can 
email the form to Mda.cottagefood@state.mn.us 

or send it by mail to the following address: 

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

ATTN: Cashier 

625 Robert Street North 

Saint Paul, MN 55155-2538 

Step five: MDA will send you a registration card in 
the mail with a unique registration number that you 
should keep with you when selling food under the 
cottage food exemption 
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https://www.mda.state.mn.us/food-feed/cottage-food-producer-registration
https://www.mfma.org/CFL
https://extension.umn.edu/food-entrepreneurs/cottage-foods-resource-hub





