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Title of Project 

 
Grantee 

  
Alternative Markets and Specialty Crops 

 

2009 Hardwood Reforestation in a Creek Valley Dominated by Reed 
  Canarygrass 

Timothy Gossman 

Introducing Cold-hardy Kiwifruit to Minnesota   James Luby 
Growing the Goji Berry in Minnesota Koua Vang & Cingie Kong 

2008 Dream of Wild Health Farm Indigenous Corn Propagation Project Peta Wakan Tipi (Sally Auger) 
2007 Developing a Saskatoon Berry Market in the Upper Midwest Patricia Altrichter & Judy Heiling 
2005 Creating Public Recognition of and Demand for “Grass-Fed” Dairy   

  Products through the Development of Brand Standards and   
  Promotion of These Standards to the Public 

Dan French 

2004 Collaborative Character Wood Production and Marketing Project Cooperative Development   
Services, Isaac Nadeau 

 Creating Consumer Demand for Sustainable Squash with Labels and  
  Education 

Gary Pahl 

 Integrated Demonstration of Native Forb Seed Production Systems  
  and Prairie Land Restoration 

Michael Reese 

 Pride of the Prairie:  Charting the Course from Sustainable Farms to  
  Local Dinner Plates 

Kathleen Fernholz 

2003 Demonstrating the Market Potential for Sustainable Pork Prairie Farmers Co-op  
Dennis Timmerman 

 Evaluating the Benefits of Compost Teas to the Small Market Grower Pat Bailey 
 Flour Corn as an Alternative Crop Lynda Converse 

2002 Increasing Red Clover Seed Production by Saturation of Pollinators Leland Buchholz 
 Propagation of Native Grasses and Wildflowers for Seed Production Joshua Zeithamer 

2001 Establishing Agroforestry Demonstration Sites in Minnesota Erik Streed/CINRAM 
 Managed Production of Woods-grown and Simulated Wild Ginseng Willis Runck 
 Midwest Food Connection:  Children Monitor on Farms Midwest Food Connection 
 Phosphorus Mobilization and Weed Suppression by Buckwheat Curt Petrich 

2000 Converting a Whole Farm Cash Crop System to Keeping an Eye on  
  Quality of Life and the Bottom Line in Sustainable Agriculture by  
  Using Key Farm Economic Ratios to Aid in Decision-making 

Red Cardinal Farm 

 Dry Edible Beans as an Alternative Crop in a Direct Marketing  
  Operation 

Bruce & Diane Milan 
    

 Native Minnesota Medicinal Plant Production Renne Soberg 
1999 An Alternative Management System in an Organic, Community  

  Supported Market 
Candace Mullen 
 

 Cultural and Management Techniques for Buckwheat Production and  
  Marketing  

Tom Bilek 

 Pond Production of Yellow Perch John Reynolds 
1998 Establishing and Maintaining Warm Season Grasses (Native Grasses) Pope County SWCD  

 On-farm Forest Utilization and Processing Demonstrations Hiawatha Valley RC&D   
1995 Cash Crop Windbreak Demonstration/Development Phil Rutter 

 Cutter Bee Propagation Under Humid Conditions Theodore L. Rolling 
 Red Deer Farming as an Alternative Income Peter Bingham 
 Wildflower Seeds as a Low-input Perennial Crop Grace Tinderholt & Frank Kutka 

1992 Alternative Mulch Systems for Intensive Specialty Crop Production Ron Roller/Lindentree Farm 



  

 

 Benefits of Crop Rotation in Reducing Chemical Inputs and  
  Increasing Profits in Wild Rice Production 

George Shetka 

 Benefits of Weeder Geese and Composted Manures in Commercial  
  Strawberry Production 

Joan Weyandt-Fulton 

 Common Harvest Community Farm Dan Guenthner 
 Mechanical Mulching of Tree Seedlings Timothy & Susan Gossman 
 Minnesota Integrated Pest Management Apple Project John Jacobson 

  
Cropping Systems and Soil Fertility 

 

2009 Environmentally and Economically Sound Ways to Improve Low 
  Phosphorus Levels in Various Cropping Systems Including Organic 
  with or without Livestock Enterprises 

Carmen Fernholz 

2008 Establishing Beneficial Bug Habitats in a Field Crop Setting Noreen Thomas 
 Keeping It Green and Growing: An Aerial Seeding Concept Andy Hart 
 Rotational Use of High-quality Land:  A Three Year Rotation of  

  Pastured Pigs, Vegetable Production, and Annual Forage  
Gale Woods Farm – Three Rivers 
Park District (Tim Reese) 

2007 Field Windbreak/Living Snow Fence Yield Assessment Gary Wyatt 
2006 Gardening with the Three Sisters:  Sustainable Production of  

   Traditional Foods 
Winona LaDuke 

2005 Chickling Vetch-A New Green Manure Crop and Organic Control of  
  Canada Thistle in NW MN  

Dan Juneau 

 Feasibility of Winter Wheat Following Soybeans in NW MN Jochum Wiersma 
 Treating Field Runoff through Storage and Gravity-fed Drip 

Irrigation  
  System for Grape and Hardwood Production 

Tim Gieseke 

 Use of Rye as a Cover Crop Prior to Soybean Paul Porter 
2004 Development of Eastern Gamagrass Production Nathan Converse 

 In-field Winter Drying and Storage of Corn:  An Economic Analysis  
  of Costs and Returns 

Marvin Jensen 

 Mechanical Tillage to Promote Aeration, Improve Water Infiltration,  
  and Rejuvenate Pasture and Hay Land 

Robert Schelhaas 

 Native Perennial Grass - Illinois Bundleflower Mixtures for Forage  
  and Biofuel 

Craig Sheaffer 

 Northwest Minnesota Compost Demonstration John Schmidt & Russ Severson 
 Potassium Rate Trial on an Established Grass/Legume Pasture:   

  Determining Economic Rates for Grazing/Haying Systems  
Dan & Cara Miller 

 Woolly Cupgrass Research Leo Seykora  
 Yield and Feeding Value of Annual Crops Planted for Emergency  

  Forage 
Marcia Endres 

2003 Aerial Seeding of Winter Rye into No-till Corn and Soybeans Ray Rauenhorst 
 Dairy Manure Application Methods and Nutrient Loss from Alfalfa Neil C. Hansen 
 Manure Spreader Calibration Demonstration and Nutrient  

  Management 
Jim Straskowski 

 Replacing Open Tile Intakes with Rock Inlets in Faribault County Faribault County SWCD 
Shane Johnson 

 Soil Conservation of Canning Crop Fields Andy Hart 
 Using Liquid Hog Manure as Starter Fertilizer and Maximizing  

  Nutrients from Heavily Bedded Swine Manure 
Dakota County SWCD 
Brad Becker 

2002 Agricultural Use of Rock Fines as a Sustainable Soil Amendment Carl Rosen 
A Low-cost Mechanism for Inter-seeding Cover Crops in Corn Tony Thompson 
Annual Medic as a Protein Source in Grazing Corn and Weed  
  Suppressant in Soybeans 

Joseph Rolling 

Evaluation of Dairy Manure Application Methods and Nutrient Loss  
  from Alfalfa 

Stearns County SWCD 

Increased Forage Production through Control of Water Runoff and  
  Nutrient Recycling 

James Sovell 

Land Application of Mortality Compost to Improve Soil and Water  
  Quality 

Neil C. Hansen 



  

 

Turkey Litter:  More is Not Always Better Meierhofer Farms 
2001 Applying Manure to Corn at Agronomic Rates Tim Becket & Jeremy Geske  

Dakota County Extension & 
SWCD 

 Cereal Rye for Reduced Input Pasture Establishment and Early  
  Grazing 

Greg Cuomo 

 Establishing a Rotational Grazing System in a Semi-wooded  
  Ecosystem:  Frost Seeding vs. Impaction Seeding on CRP Land and  
  Wooded Hillsides Using Sheep 

James Scaife 

 Living Snow Fences for Improved Pasture Production Mike Hansen 
 Managing Dairy Manure Nutrients in a Recycling Compost Program Norman & Sallie Volkmann 

    
 Reducing Chemical Usage by Using Soy Oil on Corn and Soybean Donald Wheeler 
 Techniques for More Efficient Utilization of a Vetch Cover Crop for  

  Corn Production 
Carmen Fernholz 

 Using Nutrient Balances to Benefit Farmers and the Environment Mark Muller/IATP 
2000 Forage Mixture Performance Itasca County SWCD 

 Inter-seeding Hairy Vetch in Sunflower and Corn Red Lake County Extension 
 Growing Corn with Companion Crop Legumes for High Protein  

  Silage  
Stanley Smith 

 Legume Cover Crops Inter-seeded in Corn as a Source of Nitrogen Alan Olness & Dian Lopez 
 Surface Application of Liming Materials Jane Grimsbo Jewett  
 The Introduction of Feed Peas and Feed Barley into Whole Farm  

  Planning 
Ken Winsel 

1999 CRP in a Crop Rotation Program  Jaime DeRosier 
 Evaluating Kura Clover for Long-term Persistence Bob & Patty Durovec 
 The Winona Farm Compost Strategies Richard J. Gallien 
 Timing Cultivation to Reduce Herbicide Use in Ridge-till Soybeans Ed Huseby 

1998 An Evaluation of Variable Rate Fertility Use on Ridged Corn and  
  Soybeans 

Howard Kittleson 
    

 Farming Practices for Improving Soil Quality Sustainable Farming Association 
of SC MN  

 Sustainable Agriculture in Schools Toivola-Meadowland School  
Jim Postance 

1997 Converting from a Corn-Soybean to a Corn-Soybean-Oat-Alfalfa  
  Rotation 

Eugene Bakko 

 Manure Application on Ridge-till:  Fall vs. Spring Dwight Ault 
1996 Biological vs. Conventional Crop Systems Demonstration Gary Wyatt 

Building Soil Humus without Animal Manures Gerry Wass 
 Controlled Microbial Composting to Improve Soil Fertility Howard & Mable Brelje 
 Living Mulches in West Central MN Wheat Production Dave Birong 
 Making the Transition to Certified Organic Production Craig Murphy 
 No-till Barley and Field Peas into Corn Stalks, Developing Pastures  

  on These Bare Acres 
Jerry Wiebusch 

 Weed Control and Fertility Benefits of Several Mulches and Winter  
  Rye Cover Crop 

Gary & Maureen Vosejpka 

1995 Annual Medics:  Cover Crops for Nitrogen Sources Craig Sheaffer  
 Integration of Nutrient Management Strategies with Conservation  

  Tillage Systems for Protection of Highly Eroded Land and Lakes in  
  West Otter Tail County 

Harold Stanislawski 

 Manure Management/Utilization Demonstration Timothy Arlt 
 Reducing Soil Insecticide Use on Corn through Integrated Pest  

  Management 
Ken Ostlie 

 Taconite as a Soil Amendment Donald E. Anderson 
1994 Biological Weed Control in Field Windbreaks Tim Finseth 

 Energy Conserving Strip Cropping Systems Gyles Randall 
 Fine-tuning Low-input Weed Control David Baird 
 Flame Weeding of Corn to Reduce Herbicide Reliance Mille Lacs County Extension 



  

 

1993 Chemical Free Double-cropping Jeff Mueller 
 Cooperative Manure Composting Demonstration and Experiment Rich Vander Ziel 
 Early Tall Oat and Soybean Double Crop Charles D. Weber 
 NITRO Alfalfa, Hog Manure, and Urea as Nitrogen Sources in a  

  Small Grain, Corn, Soybean Crop Rotation 
Carmen M. Fernholz 

 Nitrogen Utilization from Legume Residue in Western MN Arvid Johnson 
1992 Demonstration of Land Stewardship Techniques in the Red River  

  Valley 
Donald H. Ogaard 

 Demonstration of Tillage Effects on Utilization of Dairy and Hog  
  Manure in SE MN 

John Moncrief 

 Economically and Environmentally Sound Management of  
   Livestock Waste 

Fred G. Bergsrud 

 Herbicide Ban?  Could You Adapt on a Budget? David Michaelson 
 Improving Groundwater Quality and Agricultural Profitability in East 

  Central MN 
Steven Grosland & Kathy Zeman 

 Modified Ridge-till System for Sugar Beet Production Alan Brutlag 
 Soil Building and Maintenance Larry H. Olson 
 Strip-cropping Legumes with Specialty Crops for Low-cost Mulching 

  and Reduced Fertilizer/Herbicide Inputs  
Mark Zumwinkle 

 Using Nitro Alfalfa in a No-till Corn and Soybean Rotation Jeff Johnson 
1991 Alternative Methods of Weed Control in Corn Sr. Esther Nickel 

 Hairy Vetch and Winter Rye as Cover Crops Mark Ackland 

  
Energy 

 

2009 Environmentally and Economically Sound Ways to Improve Low 
  Phosphorus Levels in Various Cropping Systems Including Organic 
  with or without Livestock Enterprises 

Diomides Zamora 

2008 On-farm Biodiesel Production from Canola  Steve Dahl 
2007 Testing the Potential of Hybrid Willow as a Sustainable Biomass  

  Energy Alternative in Northern Minnesota  
Dean Current 

  
Fruits and Vegetables 

 

2009 Intercropping within a High Tunnel to Achieve Maximum Production Mark Boen 
2008 Chokecherry (Prunus virginiana) Production in Western Minnesota Todd & Michelle Andresen 

 Insect and Disease Pressure in Unsprayed Apple Orchards in Central  
  and Northern Minnesota 

Thaddeus McCamant 

2007 Apple Scab Control Project  Rick Kluzak 
Controlling Western Striped Cucumber Beetles Using Organic    
  Methods:  Perimeter Trap Crops and Baited Sticky Traps 

Peter Hemberger 

Establishing Healthy Organic Asparagus While Utilizing Minimal  
  Labor and Maintaining Proper Soil Nutrition 

Patrick & Wendy Lynch 

Novel Preplant Strategies for Successful Strawberry Production Steven Poppe 
2005 Organic Strawberry Production in Minnesota Brian Wilson & Laura Kangas  
2003 Research and Demonstration Gardens for New Immigrant Farmers Nigatu Tadesse 

Root Cellaring and Computer-controlled Ventilation for Efficient  
  Storage of Organic Vegetables in a Northern Market 

John Fisher-Merritt 

 Viability of Wine Quality Grapes as an Alternative Crop for the  
  Family Farm 

Donald Reding 

2002 Development and Continuation of a Community Based Sustainable  
  Organic Grower’s Cooperative and Marketing System 

Patty Dease 

 Flame Burning for Weed Control and Renovation with Strawberries David Wildung 
 Integrating Livestock Profitably into a Fruit and Vegetable Operation  David & Lise Abazs 
 Soil Ecology and Managed Soil Surfaces Peter Seim & Bruce Bacon 
 Value Adding to Small Farms through Processing Excess Production Jeffrey & Mary Adelmann 

2001 Bio-based Weed Control in Strawberries Using Sheep Wool Mulch,  
  Canola Mulch and Canola Green Manure 

Emily Hoover 

 Biological Control of Alfalfa Blotch Leafminer George Heimpel 



  

 

 Cover Crops and Living Mulch for Strawberry Establishment Joe Riehle 
 Sustainable Weed Control in a Commercial Vineyard Catherine Friend &  

Melissa Peteler 
1999 Development of Mating Disruption and Mass Trapping Strategy for  

  Apple Leafminer 
Bernard & Rosanne Buehler 

1998 Alternative Point Sources of Water Joseph & Mary Routh 
Comparison of Alternative and Conventional Management of Carrot  
  Aster Leafhoppers 

MN Fruit & Vegetable Growers 
Association 

 Jessenland Organic Fruits Project MN New Country School 
 Propane Flame Weeding Vegetable Crops Jean Peterson & Al Sterner 
 Soil Quality Factors Affecting Garlic Production Tim King 
 Wine Quality Grapes in Otter Tail County Michael & Vicki Burke 

1997 Community Shared Agriculture and Season Extension for Northern  
  MN 

John Fisher-Merritt 

 Living Mulch, Organic Mulch, Bare Ground Comparison Dan & Gilda Gieske 

  
Livestock 

 

2009 A Comparison between Cornstalk and Soybean Straw for Bedding 
  Used for Hogs and Their Relative Nutrient Value for Fertilizer 

John Dieball 

2008 Demonstration of How Feeding In-line Wrapped High Moisture  
  Alfalfa/Grass Bales Will Eliminate Our Fall and Winter “Flat Spot”   
  in Grass-fed Beef Production 

Donald Struxness 

2007 Comparing Alternative Laying Hen Breeds Suzanne Peterson 
2006 Composting Bedded Pack Barns for Dairy Cows Marcia Endres 

 Managing Hoops and Bedding and Sorting without Extra Labor Steve Stassen 
2005 Performance Comparison of Hoop Barns vs. Slatted Barns Kent Dornink 

 Raising Cattle and Timber for Profit:  Making Informed Decisions  
  about Woodland Grazing 

Michael Demchik 

 Using a 24’ x 48’ Deep Bedded Hoop Barn for Nursery Age Pigs Trent & Jennifer Nelson 
2004 Comparing Performance of Hoop Buildings to an Older Conventional 

  Building for Finishing Hogs 
Kevin Connolly 

 High Value Pork Production for Niman Ranch Using a Modified  
  Swedish System 

David & Diane Serfling 

 Low Cost Fall Grazing and Wintering Systems for Cattle Ralph Lentz 
2003 Can New Perennial Grasses Extend Minnesota’s Grazing Season Paul Peterson 

Enhancement of On-farm Alfalfa Grazing for Beef and Dairy Heifer  
  Production 

Dennis Johnson 

 Farrowing Crates vs. Pens vs. Nest Boxes Steve Stassen 
 Forage Production to Maintain One Mature Animal Per Acre for 12  

  Months 
Ralph Stelling 

 High Quality – Low Input Forages for Winter Feeding Lactating 
Dairy  
  Cows 

Mark Simon 

 Pasture Aeration and its Effects on Productivity Using a Variety of  
  Inputs 

Carlton County Extension 

 Potential of Medicinal Plants for Rotational Grazing Management Intensive Grazing 
Groups, Dave Minar 

 Programmatic Approach to Pasture Renovation for Cell Grazing Daniel Persons 
2002 Adding Value for the Small Producers via Natural Production  

  Methods and Direct Marketing 
Peter Schilling 

 Grazing Beef Cattle as a Sustainable Agriculture Product in Riparian  
  Areas 

Frank & Cathy Schiefelbein 

 Improvement of Pastures for Horses through Management Practices Wright County Extension 
 Increasing Quality and Quantity of Pasture Forage with Management  

  Intensive Grazing as an Alternative to the Grazing of Wooded Land 
Michael Harmon 

 Supplement Feeding Dairy Cattle on Pasture with Automated  
  Concentrate Feeder 

Northwest MN Grazing Group 



  

 

Viability of Strip Grazing Corn Inter-seeded with a Grass/Legume  
  Mixture 

Stephen & Patricia Dingels 

2001 Annual Medic as a Protein Source in Grazing Corn Joseph Rolling 
 First and Second year Grazers in a Year Round Pasture Setting 

Served  
  by a Frost Free Water System 

Don & Dan Struxness 

Low Input Conversion of CRP Land to a High Profitability  
  Management Intensive Grazing and Haying System 

Dan & Cara Miller 

Reviving and Enhancing Soils for Maximizing Performance of  
  Pastures and Livestock 

Doug Rathke & Connie Karstens 

 Whole System Management vs. Enterprise Management Dennis Rabe 
 Working Prairie – Roots of the Past Sustaining the Future John & Leila Arndt 

2000 Converting a Whole Farm Cash System to Sustainable Livestock  
  Production with Intensive Rotational Grazing 

Edgar Persons 

 Dairy Steers and Replacement Heifers Raised on Pastures Melissa Nelson 
 Establishing Pasture Forages by Feeding Seed to Cattle Art Thicke 
 Grass-and Forage-based Finishing of Beef, with Consumer Testing Lake Superior Meats Cooperative 
 Learning Advanced Management Intensive Grazing through  

  Mentoring 
West Otter Tail SWCD 

 Low Cost Sow Gestation in Hoop Structure  Steve Stassen 
1999 Deep Straw Bedding Swine Finishing System Utilizing Hoop  

  Buildings 
Mark & Nancy Moulton 

 Extending the Grazing Season with the use of Forage Brassicas,  
  Grazing Corn and Silage Clamps 

Jon Luhman 

 Home on the Range Chicken Collaborative Project Sustainable Farming Association 
of SE MN 

 Hoop Houses and Pastures for Mainstream Hog Producers Josh & Cindy Van Der Pol 
 Management Intensive Grazing Groups Dave Stish 

Renovation of River Bottom Pasture Jon Peterson 
 The Value Added Graziers:  Building Relationships, Community and  

  Soil 
Values Added Graziers 

1998 Buffalo:  Animal from the Past, Key to the Future  Richard & Carolyn Brobjorg 
 Marketing Development - Small Farm Strategies Project Sustainable Farming Association 

of NE MN 
 Pastured Poultry Production and Riparian Area Management Todd Lein 

1997 Butcher Hogs on Pasture Michael & Linda Noble 
 Developing Pastures Using Various Low-input Practices Ralph Lentz 
 Grass Based Farming in an Intensive Row Crop Community Douglas Fuller 
 Grazing Hogs on Standing Grain and Pasture Michael & Jason Hartmann 
 Grazing Sows on Pasture Byron Bartz 
 Low Input Systems for Feeding Beef Cattle or Sheep Dennis Schentzel 
 Raising Animals for Fiber Patty Dease 
 Rotational Grazing Improves Pastures MISA Monitoring Team 
 Seasonal Dairying and Value-added Enterprises in SW MN Robert & Sherril Van Maasdam 
 Swedish Style Swine Facility Nolan & Susan Jungclaus 

1996 Dairy Waste Management through Intensive Cell Grazing of Dairy  
  Cattle 

Scott Gaudette 

Establishing Trees in Paddocks Dave & Diane Serfling 
 Evaluating Pasture Quality and Quantity to Improve Management  

  Skills 
Land Stewardship Project 

 Expanding into Outdoor Hog Production James Van Der Pol 
 Grazing Limits:  Season Length and Productivity Doug & Ann Balow 

1995 Evaluating Diatomaceous Earth as a Wormer for Sheep and Cattle David Deutschlander 
Intensive Controlled Grazing and Pasture Rejuvenation on Fragile  
  Land 

Lyle & Nancy Gunderson 

 Intensive Rotational Grazing on Warm Season Grasses Jim Sherwood 
 Rotational Top-grazing as a Method of Increasing Profitability with a  

  High-producing Dairy Herd 
Alton Hanson 



  

 

1994 Economics of Rotational Grazing vs. Row Crops Harold Tilstra 
1993 A Comparison Study of Intensive Rotational Grazing vs. Dry-lot  

  Feeding of Sheep 
R & K Shepherds 

 Controlled Grazing of Ewes on Improved Pastures and Lambing on  
  Birdsfoot Trefoil 

Leatrice McEvilly 

 Improving Permanent Pastures for Beef in SW MN David Larsen 
 Intensive Rotational Grazing Chad Hasbargen 

 Research and Demonstration of Rotational Grazing Techniques for  
  Dairy Farmers in Central Minnesota 

Stearns County Extension 

 Winter Grazing Study Janet McNally &  
Brooke Rodgerson 

1992 A Demonstration of an Intensive Rotational Grazing System for 
Dairy  
  Cattle 

Ken Tschumper 

 Intensive Rotational Grazing in Sheep Production James M. Robertson 
 Using Sheep and Goats for Brush Control in a Pasture  Alan & Janice Ringer 
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