
Swat, squash, spray, stomp. How do you get rid
of pests? Let’s take a look. IPM uses knowledge
about pest biology and habitats to choose

common-sense practices for keeping pests under
control. In schools, homes, yards, fields,
greenhouses, malls and other public places, IPM
controls pests with the least effect on people,
pets, and environment. Dig into Pest Patrol: A
Backyard Activity Book for Kids for some
background. Then let kids take the spotlight to
show what they know!

GGuuiiddiinngg  tthhee  AAccttiivviittyy
1. Getting Ready:
•• Explain that volunteer actors will create a skit for a volunteer audience.

You’ll read Pest Patrol: A Backyard Activity Book for Kids, pages 4, 14, 17,
and 23 together before the skit.

•• Give copies of the Act I Task Card to the 6 actors for
Act I and copies of the Act II Task Card to the 9
actors for Act II. Task Cards outline quick concepts
for students to demonstrate/pantomime/act in the
skit. Allow the cast 5 minutes (more time if props are
involved) for prep time away from the audience.

•• Tell the audience to watch for IPM practices in each act.

2. Act I: “Muscle-powered Pest Patrols”
Actors: (6): 2 dandelion diggers; 2 bucket finders; 
2  bat house makers
Scene: Your backyard in early summer

The dandelion diggers are using hand tools to dig out dandelions. 
As they dig, they comment on seeing earthworms and also honey bees.
They see two friends/siblings and tell them to go find a bucket for the
dandelions. The bucket finders find a bucket in the window well. The
bucket has standing water in it and they comment that they’d better dump
out the water because it could be a breeding place and contain mosquito
larvae. A crack in the foundation is revealed when they move the bucket.
They say they will get their parent to repair the crack. The bat house
makers are nailing a bat house to a tree. They comment that they hope
bats will come to live there and eat mosquitoes in the yard.

3. Intermission Discussion
•• Do you think dandelions are pests or guests? Defend your answer.
•• What do we mean by muscle-powered pest control? 
•• Of what value are bats? How do you feel about them? Explain.
•• What will you do to reduce or control mosquitoes in your yard?
•• What kinds of critters could get into your house through cracks in the

foundation? Why is this a concern?
•• How do you decide whether to call something a pest or a guest?
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Plan for pesticide safety!
Care for Your Plants, Family, and Pets

Sometimes people buy and use pesticides. Pesticides
are chemicals that get rid of pests. They are poisons.
Pesticides may accidentally get into our bodies and

make us sick. They can get into our bodies if we touch
them, breathe them, or swallow them. Find
pesticides in the picture. Underline words
that warn you that they are poisons.

Tip for Grown-ups:
Teach your children that pesticides are poisons, something they should never touch or eat. Pesticides are
only for grown-ups to use. Lock up all household, lawn, and garden chemicals. Store them in original
containers with labels. Remove children, pets, and their toys from any area where pesticides are being
applied, indoors or out. For your copy of the Citizen’s Guide to Pest Control and Pesticide Safety by the
EPA, see Resources in Teacher Guide.

Be safer from pesticides!

• Take your shoes off at the
door. How would this help?

• Wipe shoes carefully on a
rug-type door mat. How
would this help?

• Wash fruits and vegetables
with water. Scrub them with
a brush. Peel them if
possible. How would this
help?
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TThhiinnkk  AAggaaiinn!! Talk with your family:

1. Do lawns and parks really need to be 
totally weed free?

2. How do some insects help your lawn and plants? 
Do you really need to get rid of ALL insects?

3. Can you put up with fruits and vegetables that aren’t
perfect–when they are grown without pesticides?

CCrriitttteerr  RRiiddddeerrss
aanndd  PPeesstt  PPaattrroollss  

Summary:
Students perform a
compare/contrast skit after
being provided with a simple
framework in which to share
information about pest control
options and consequences.

Materials:

� Pest Patrol: A Backyard
Activity Book for Kids,
pages 4, 14, 17 and 23

� Task Cards (6 sets per
act)

□ “Caution: Pesticides”
sign (self-made) 

Optional Materials:
□ hand tools for digging

dandelions

□ bucket

□ plastic bat and ball

□ pesticide sprayers garb
(coveralls, protective
nose/mouth face mask,
gloves, boots)

□ overhead projector and
transparency/pen
(Teachers may wish to
preside at overhead
projector, asking
questions and taking
note of actions as
students perform them.)

Chemical Pest PatrolsAct II:
Scene I: THEIR backyard

early summer, 

Actions: Scene I:
The Critter Ridders from Pest B-Gone Company put on protective garb, spray the
whole yard, and put a caution sign on the sprayed lawn. Ball Players come out and
practice. The sign gets tipped over/hidden when the ball hits it. The 3 tag players come
out in the grass to play tag. One comments on a robin in the lawn, digging worms.
The 3 start a game of tag and end up falling down in grass and rolling and giggling.

Actions: Scene II:
They’re coming in from playing. Two ball players put balls/bats away in garage. They
wipe feet on doormat and remove shoes at door of the home, go inside, wash hands after
playing outside, get apples and wash them carefully before eating them. Tag players rush
into house, drop jackets or sweaters on the floor, get apples out of refrigerator and
start eating them. One kicks shoes off and little sister quickly puts them on for dress-up.
Baby crawls in and crawls on the jacket and puts fingers in mouth.

Actors:
2 workers from Pest B-Gone, a chemical lawn care company;
2 ball players
3 tag players;
1 crawling baby
1 little sister

Muscle-powered Pest Patrols
Scene: Your backyard, early summer

Actions:
Dandelion diggers are using hand tools to 
dig out dandelions. As they dig, they comment on seeing earthworms and also
honey bees. They see two friends/siblings and ask them to go to find a bucket for the
dandelions. The bucket finders find a bucket in the window well. The bucket has
standing water in it and they comment that they’d better dump out the water because
it could be a breeding place and contain mosquito larvae. A crack in the foundation
is revealed when they move the bucket. They say they will get their parent to repair
the crack. The bat house makers are nailing up a bat house and comment that they
hope bats will come to live there and eat mosquitoes in the yard.

Act I:

Actors:
2  dandelion diggers
2 bucket finders, 
2 bat house makers

Poison ivy is a pest when it grows
where we hike or play. It gives you
itchy rash and weepy blisters. Is

poison ivy good for anything?
Some animals and birds

eat the leaves and
berries! Bees sip

nectar from the
flowers.

Milkweed can be a pest when it
grows in fields of crops. But what
would happen it disappeared?
Monarch caterpillars eat milkweed.
Without milkweed, what would
happen to monarchs?

If you ate and grew as much
as a baby monarch caterpillar
does during its first weeks of
life, you’d weigh as much as a
school bus just 15 to 20 days
after you were born! Wow!

Tip
for Grown-ups:

Teach children to know poison ivy 

when they see it and to stay away! See

http://www.fda.gov/fdac/features/796_ivy.html

What’s a Weed?
Aweed is a plant growing where you don’t want

it. Weeds steal sunlight, growing space, and
moisture from grass and 

plants we do want.
Weeds spread by seeds.
Pull weeds before they set
seeds. Then you’ll have fewer
weeds in the future!

Each letter is something

plants (including weeds)

need to survive.

P place
L light
Aair
N nutrients

T thirst-quenching
water

""LLeeaavveess        
ooff  tthhrreeee,,
lleett  iitt  bbee..""

Take a whackat weeds!• Pull or hoe weeds out.Be sure to get every tinybit of root so the weeddoesn’t grow back.
• The best time to get ridof weeds is when theyare small.

• Weeds pull more easilyfrom moist soil.
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Who 
Needs
Weeds?

““SSeeeeddss  oonnee  yyeeaarr,,
wweeeeddss  ffoorr  sseevveenn..””  
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Mosquitoes bite
and make you
itch. They can

also make you sick.
Some mosquitoes 
lay eggs in ponds or
swamps. The tree hole
mosquito can lay eggs
in your yard! It breeds
any place it finds still 
or slow-moving water.
That includes tree
holes that hold water.

This mosquito finds
lots of other places to
lay eggs, too. You’ll see
10 in the picture. Cross
them out. Then go on a
mosquito patrol in your
own neighborhood.
Turn over empty pots.
Dump water from toys.
Don’t grow mosquitoes
in your area!

Skeeter Scat

• Read labels on allrepellents. Don’tuse products withmore than 10%DEET.
• Wear light, loose

clothing to coveryour skin.
• Go inside two hoursafter sunset whenmosquitoes are
most active.

Mosquito
Patrol!

Join the Tree Hole
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Prevent Stings!
Try not to attract bees. If they come
around, don’t frighten them. Check
what you do in areas with bees:

□ Avoid using scented products. This
means hair spray, scented soaps,
perfume, and lotions.

□ Avoid brightly colored clothes,
especially flowered patterns.

□ Keep food and soda cans covered.

□ Wear hats, shoes, and long pants.

□ If a bee comes around,
hold very still.

□ If a bee lands on you, don’t swat 
at it. Don’t panic! Just blow at it
gently. It will move.

If you get stung, have an adult 
remove the stinger as soon as 
possible.

• Wash the sting with soap and water.

• Put ice or cool water on it for 
10 to 30 minutes.

• To ease the pain and itching, try
putting one of these on the sting:
toothpaste, onion slices, alcohol
wipes, a paste made of baking
soda and water or meat
tenderizer and water.

What’s all the BUZZZZZZ?

Which is which? Label and color
the wasp and the honeybee. Circle the

pollen baskets on the honeybee.

Q
.

What goes zzub, zzub, zzub? 

Honeybees and wasps sting to defend themselves, NOT to
attack. For bees and wasps, stings are a good way to keep
people from bugging them. Bee stings hurt. They can even

be deadly if someone is allergic.

• Honeybees collect pollen and carry it in a
basket of stiff hairs on each hind-leg. When
they rest, their wings are flat.

• Paper wasps do not have “pollen baskets” and
do not collect pollen. When they rest, their
wings are folded back and look narrower than
a bee’s wings.

Tip
for G

rown-ups:

If y
ou know th

at a
 fa

mily m
ember

is allergic to
 bee stings, 

keep

a bee sting kit h
andy at h

ome

and in
 th

e car.

WWiitthhoouutt  ppoolllliinnaattoorrss,,  wwee  wwoouullddnn''tt  hhaavvee  aaggrriiccuullttuurree!!

First Aid
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Digging 
Deeper

Lights, camera, action.
Now create Act III!

What other places in your
home or school might pests
be found? What pests? How
will you show use and
possible effects of (1)
chemical pest control and
(2) muscle-powered pest
control? Consider people,
pets, and other non-target
plants and animals. What do
you want your audience to
learn?

Why not take the show
on the road? Perform

the skit for another class-
room with the same or
different cast. Include
discussions at intermission
and the end to spread the
word about IPM.

Bulletin Board
IDEAS

Invite students to make a
“Caution: Pesticides” sign
for the bulletin board, or use
the one you made as a prop
for Act II. Children draw or
find pictures of dandelion
diggers, window screens,
hoes, etc. They label them
as “muscle-powered pest
controls” and add to the
display.

Minnesota Graduation
Standards, Grade 3

History and Nature of Science:
A. Scientific World View.

Reading and Literature:
B. Vocabulary Expansion.

Speaking, Listening and
Viewing: A. Speaking and
Listening 

4. Act II: “Chemical Pest Patrols” 
Actors: (9): 2 workers from Bugpesters, a chemical lawn
care company; 2 ball players; 3 tag players; 1 crawling
baby; 1 little sister
Scene I: Neighbor’s backyard in early summer

Actions: The Critter Ridders from Bugpesters Company put on
protective garb, spray the whole yard, then put a caution sign* on the
sprayed grass. Ball Players come out and practice. The sign gets tipped
over/hidden when the ball hits it. The 3 tag players come out in the grass
to play tag. One comments on a robin in the lawn, digging worms. The
three start a game of tag and end up falling down in grass and rolling and
giggling. 

* Make a “Caution: Pesticides” sign

Scene II: Coming indoors after playing 

Actions: Two ball players put balls/bats away in garage. They wipe feet
on doormat and remove shoes at door of the home, go inside, wash
hands after playing outside, get apples and wash them carefully before
eating them. Tag players rush into house, drop jackets or sweaters on the
floor, get apples out of refrigerator and start eating them. One kicks shoes
off and little sister quickly puts them on for dress-up. Baby crawls in and
crawls on the jacket and puts fingers in mouth. 

DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
•• Did the workers from Bugpesters warn of chemical dangers? How?

Was this enough warning?
•• What things came into contact with the sprayed grass? (bat, ball,

shoes, clothing of tag players)
•• What did the kids do to protect themselves and to avoid bringing

pesticides into their home?
•• Could the little sister and the crawling baby get pesticide on

them or in them? Describe how.

5. Have students go back to theirPest 
Patrol: A Backyard Activity Book for
Kids and fill in the answers on page 23.

•• Brown or wilting weeds are sometimes a clue
that pesticides may have been sprayed.

•• Cockroaches can’t bite. That’s why they run
away when they see us.

•• Wasps are predators, feeding insects and
other arthropods to their young. Bees feed on
nectar and pollen from flowers. 

•• Cockroaches can eat and contaminate food,
give off a disagreeable odor, transmit
diseases to people, and cause allergic
reactions and asthma in people—especially
children.

•• Humans breed plants for yield, while nature
breeds plants for survival.

•• “Weed” like you to know. . . No plant is a
weed in nature, and weeds aren’t all bad. For
example, they pull up nutrients from deep in
the soil and help protect soil from washing
away in wind and rain.

•• Dandelion roots cause damage to sidewalks
and pavements.

•• Milkweed protects monarchs because it is
poisonous to most animals. If an animal eats
a monarch caterpillar or butterfly, it gets sick
from the milkweed eaten by the insects.
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Plan for pesticide safety!
Care for Your Plants, Family, and Pets

Sometimes people buy and use pesticides. Pesticides
are chemicals that get rid of pests. They are poisons.
Pesticides may accidentally get into our bodies and

make us sick. They can get into our bodies if we touch
them, breathe them, or swallow them. Find
pesticides in the picture. Underline words
that warn you that they are poisons.

Tip for Grown-ups:
Teach your children that pesticides are poisons, something they should never touch or eat. Pesticides are
only for grown-ups to use. Lock up all household, lawn, and garden chemicals. Store them in original
containers with labels. Remove children, pets, and their toys from any area where pesticides are being
applied, indoors or out. For your copy of the Citizen’s Guide to Pest Control and Pesticide Safety by the
EPA, see Resources in Teacher Guide.

Be safer from pesticides!

• Take your shoes off at the
door. How would this help?

• Wipe shoes carefully on a
rug-type door mat. How
would this help?

• Wash fruits and vegetables
with water. Scrub them with
a brush. Peel them if
possible. How would this
help?
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TThhiinnkk  AAggaaiinn!! Talk with your family:

1. Do lawns and parks really need to be 
totally weed free?

2. How do some insects help your lawn and plants? 
Do you really need to get rid of ALL insects?

3. Can you put up with fruits and vegetables that aren’t
perfect–when they are grown without pesticides?


