
 

U.S. Agricultural Exports to China 
• China (including mainland, Hong Kong, and Macau) is the third largest export market for U.S. agricultural 

products, dropping from first in 2018. 
• U.S. agricultural exports to China totaled $13 billion in 2018, about 9% of the U.S. total, and a decrease of 

45% from 2017. 
• Soybeans are China’s No. 1 agricultural import from the U.S., which is about 24% of China’s total ag imports 

from the U.S. 
• China is among the top export markets for U.S. major ag commodities: 

o No. 1 in soybeans, animal hides/skins; 
o No. 3 in total ag exports, processed food, pork, dairy, poultry; 
o No. 4 in feed, beef. 

• Minnesota agricultural exports to China are estimated at $650 million in 2018. 
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U.S. Agricultural Imports from China 
• The U.S. imported $5 billion in agricultural products from China in 2018, an increase of 9% from 2017. 
• China is the third largest supplier of U.S. agricultural imports – preceded by Mexico and Canada. 
• The top U.S. import commodities from China are fruits and vegetables (fresh/processed), snack food, spices, 

and tea – these combined account for 46% of the total U.S. agricultural imports from China. 
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U.S. Ag Imports from China by Commodity 
(% share by value) 

 

Prepared by Su Ye, Chief Economist, Minnesota Department of Agriculture (2019) 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this information is available in alternative forms of communication upon request by calling 651-201-
6000. TTY users can call the Minnesota Relay Service at 711. The MDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 
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